May 2016:
The major program item this month was the
showing of “Where to Invade Next” at the
Manchester UU, it was well attended, and we got
good feedback from attendees, this was a cosponsored showing, and Curt represented NHPA,
as Will was in Idaho.
The Nuclear Weapons Working Group (a joint
project of AFSC and NHPA formed out of the GUI
program) completed a congressional briefing
packet to be delivered to Congressional and Senate
candidates and has begun planning for this year’s
Hiroshima/Nagasaki commemoration.
On the C4 side, candidate questionnaires were finalized, and sent out to candidates. The C4 did
in the end vote to recommend endorsement by the National Peace Action PAC of Carol SheaPorter.
The ISIS committee helped Will reach an end-point with his article to kick off our Alternatives
to Violence with ISIS campaign. The article appeared in our spring newsletter with a call to
bring Will to churches, rotary groups, and other community organizations to talk about the
conflict with ISIS. It also appeared in Truthout in late June.
On Saturday the 21st, Doreen tabled at the annual March Against Monsanto, which had relatively
poor turnout this year. She did collect
some names for our email list.
On Wednesday the 25th, Will attended a
Jim Rubens foreign policy event, and
made a good contact with a republican
State rep, James McConnel, who is also
a
former Lt Col in the US Army and was
highly critical of US “Nation Building
Wars” which he called a failed policy.
This led to another meeting with Rubens,
on
June 2, on nuclear weapons and ISIS
(just Arnie, Will, John Raby, and Jim).
June:
Will H and NH Peace Action Board Member, Will Thomas went to Massachusetts to sing in the
chorus for a Veterans For Peace music video project “Extremists For Peace”, led by Pat Scanlon.
Will gave his ISIS presentation to Concord HS Amnesty International on Wednesday the 8th, we
had a good discussion, and several of the students who attended later came to Peace Of Mind

.
Will, Arnie, John Raby, and
Judy Elliot of the Nuclear
Weapons Working Group
met with Maggie Hassan’s
Campaign Political Director
about nuclear policy, which
she seems pretty good on,
her policy director was
unapologetic about her
remarks on Syrian Refugees,
and says she “stands by her
remarks.”
The compassionate listening
project event on June 9 went
very well, and we had a great
discussion after it.
On Monday the 13th, Will
organized and trained a
peacekeeping team for the Donald Trump event at St. Anselms. The team consisted of Rev.
Michael Leuchtenberger, Rev. Lynn Marshall, Rev. Jason Wells, Rev. Gray Fitzgerald, Rev.
Mark Ferrin, Mark Barker, Will, and Rob Spencer; needless to say, there were no instances of
violence. Will had half organized a seacoast team when Trump’s evening event was cancelled.
On the 25th, Will gave his ISIS presentation at the Progressive summit to a small group.
Will Thomas, Will Hopkins, Arnie Alpert, Judy Elliot, and John Raby met with Bud Fitch from
Kelley Ayotte’s office, he listened respectfully and said he would pass the information on to the
Senator.
July :
July 2 marked the Annual Membership
meeting, 35 or so attended. We voted to
endorse the School of the Americas
action this year. Our speaker, Jeff Klein
who had just returned from Syria, did a
great job re-framing the current crisis in
Syria as one created largely by over a
century of colonialism. Klein argued that
the situation on the ground is one which
really only has two primary poles of
power, one around Assad and his
alliance with Russia, and the other being
formed by the Islamic State and radical
jihadists backed by the United States who are primarily concerned with the downfall of Assad
and see radical Islam as a lesser evil in Syria.

.
Will was interviewed on Making Waves
radio about his Islamic State article on
July 7. Also on the seventh, he met with
Carol Shea-Porter and two of her advisors
along with the rest of the Nuclear
Weapons Working Group. We hosted the
regional Peace Action leadership retreat
over the weekend of the 15th to the 17th,
Will also presented his ISIS presentation
to
about 30 at the World Fellowship Center
over the weekend. On Tuesday the 19th
the Nuclear Weapons Working Group met
with Rich Ashooh (Republican Candidate for CD-1 House of Representatives and former BAE
executive).
August :
The Annual Hiroshima/Nagasaki remembrance had a
great program, attendance was actually a bit above
average, but disappointing nonetheless- as the program
was stellar. We held it on August 6, Judy Elliot and
John Raby presented at NEC, followed by a march to
the Capitol arches for a demonstration of how many
nuclear weapons currently exist, using BBs to symbolize
nuclear weapons. After, we marched to the river to lay
flowers and share reflections. Will MCed the event
which was cosponsored by us, AFSC, and UCC Peace with Justice Advocates.
Will gave his ISIS presentation to about 30 at the Manchester UU on Sunday the 7 th, it was well
received, and the fifth time Will has given it. The Nuclear Weapons Working Group finished
meeting with the last few candidates for federal office in August, meeting with Jack Flanagan
and Ann McLane Kuster.
Also of note in August, NH Peace Action 501c(4) endorsed Carol Shea-Porter, but as we did not
receive questionnaires back from others (outside of that race), made no other endorsements.
On Thursday, August 25, our 350NH arm held a
2PM rally before delivering about 2000 signatures to
Governor Hassan calling on her to support
investment in offshore wind research. Turnout was
excellent for a week-day afternoon, and Will spoke,
making the connection between militarism and fossil
fuels.
On Friday, August 26, NH Peace Action 501c(4)
was contracted through MoveOn.org to organize an
event at Kelly Ayotte’s office, where veterans called

on Senator Ayotte to disavow her support of Donald Trump. The event went very well, with
good speakers and eight attendees, but no media showed up, it was a 1:00 PM event on a
weekday organized in a week, and Matt Murray from NH Labor News did publish a story using
our pictures and press release. The small shot in the arm helped the C4 make its budget for
2016.

September:
Over the weekend of September 3 and 4, we held our annual Peace of Mind Conference, 15
youth attended, and the program was great.
Youth feedback was excitedly positive. We
kicked off the weekend with a panel on how
big money controls our political process
featuring Becky Wasserman, Arnie Alpert,
Kaity Thomson, and Katherine Thorndike.
Arnie then led an overview of what
Nonviolence is and how it works, and finally,
Alex Freid led a workshop on goals-based
campaign development and movement
theory. Thankfully, we did have a small
contingent of new Americans, keeping our
youth base diverse. Visits to the pond,
sunrise hike, talent show, humor, and
relaxation were also on the docket for the youth.
On September 10, we tabled at Laconia Multicultural Days, thanks to Doreen and Krisan
Evenson (Board co-chair) for doing the lion’s share of the work around this. The Palestine
Education Network also had a table at the festival, both of us sold some chum, got some email
signups and met new people who are interested in our work.
On September 21, “A Peace of Pizza
for Peace” took place on the
Statehouse lawn, speakers, music,
and Pizza commemorating the UN
International Day of Peace. Local
pizzerias volunteered a small portion
of their proceeds for the day to fund
grass roots peace work, and we had a
little festival on the statehouse lawn
including pizza, music, and tables.
Rik Yeames, local Dominos
franchisee spearheaded this project.

October:
Our 34th Annual Fall event and Fundraiser, featured
Celene Ibrahim, a Muslim feminist scholar and
theologian whose presentation centered on
Islamophobia in western media and how it fuels
ISIS. The event included dinner, and live music by
Feisty Pants.
November:
November brought with it the disastrous election
and a sudden change in expected direction for us.
Our national lobbying efforts are apt to take a very
different tone with an all Democratic Congressional
Delegation who are likely to be playing defense on
foreign policy issues with a very powerfully situated
President Trump. During the Month of November, Will served as a peacekeeper at Robert
Azzi’s talk on Islamophobia at South Congregational, which was attended by over 100 people
and was very well received. Will also gave his Constructive Responses to the Islamic State
presentation to the Culture of Peace Forum, an audience of about 45 people, very positive
feedback from that presentation. Will and Michael Ferber talked to Peace Action NY State’s
college organizers on a conference call about how we as a peace movement gain power and work
strategically when violent responses to ISIS seem as sensible as they can.
December:
Will appeared on an hour of Rapping with
Rosemary a Concord Community Television
series. He did two episodes, one on his journey
to peace from the War in Iraq, and another on
Alternatives to Violence with ISIS. On
Thursday, December 8, we showed Command
and Control as a part of the Joint Nuclear
Weapons Working Group, Curt Smith
represented NHPA, as Will had a family
commitment in Vermont. On the 17th in a Snow
Storm we held a vigil for Standing Rock, about
20 braved the snow to stand in solidarity, thanks
to Fawn Gaudette for her help and drive to organize this event. On December 21, we cosponsored and provided assistance for the annual Longest Night Homelessness Vigil.

January
Will gave his ISIS presentation at Kendall at
Hanover to over 60, John Lamperti made
introductions, two new family memberships
gained here, good discussion. Kendall has
asked Will to come back with Arnie to
perform Metamorphosis II: The
Corporation Strikes Back. On the 12th, as
part of the Culture of Peace Forum, we
hosted Joanne Sheehan of the War Resisters
League for a discussion on the discipline of
Nonviolence and the Nashville Lunch
Counter Sit-Ins. On January 20th, we along with AFSC and the UCC justice Ministries hosted an
inauguration vigil, it was silent, and followed by a facilitated conversation about our shared
values and how we will live them in
this new political climate. Well over
100 people attended. On the 21st,
Doreen tabled at the Women’s Rally
in Concord. Over 5,000 people
attended.
On January 28 we held our annual
joint board retreat to set goals and

build a work plan for 2017.
On January 30th, as part of the Building a Culture of
Peace Forum we helped hold a fundraiser to benefit the
National Lawyer’s Guild Foundation Water Protectors
Legal Defense Fund, about 120 people attended and we
raised nearly $3000. Chief Wampimeequin Wampatuck
was the keynote.

February:
On Thursday February sixteenth we hosted a
peacekeeper training along with NHAFSC and the
Forum, Arnie Alpert did the actual training, Will and LR
Beger of Pace E Bene helped out and acted as hosts, we had way too many people sign up, and
will conduct a second peacekeeper training April 13.

On the 20th, Will spoke at the President’s
Day rally, Will also acted as a peacekeeper
for the event (there weren’t any official,
but about 200 showed and in the end it
might have proven necessary). It was
called “March for Rights and Freedom.
On the twenty-second, we hosted the
Standing Rock Working Group (title in

development).

On the 25th, Will gave his ISIS presentation twice at the
UCC Prepared to Serve Conference.
March:
On Friday the 10th, LR and Will coached a new activist
through planning a rally for Standing Rock. Will did a
press release, and again we got good press.
We hosted Reiner Braun on the 11th for a Pot Luck on
NATO, Russia, and Nuclear Weapons Policy in the Trump
age, about 25 attended.
April:
This Month’s program included co-sponsorship of the Voting Rights Rally and March, Will was
in charge of crossing
guards/peacekeepers/marshals for the
event which was led by Open
Democracy/NH Rebellion. Doreen tabled.
A snowstorm delayed it from Saturday,
April 1 and the event was held on Sunday,
April 2 instead.
Will spoke to a group of Antioch graduate
students about being the executive
director of a small social change
nonprofit, two of the students asked to
intern with us over the summer, a welcome development.

Will spoke to the Plymouth State University Peace and Social Justice minor students and faculty
at “Celebration of Peace, an event celebrating the success of the minor. Will was marginally
involved with the set-up of the minor as a graduate student at PSU, and a few former students of
the minor also spoke.
This month brought two major events in military policy, the first was the bombing of a Syrian
airfield in flagrant violation of the UN Charter, an email blast went out the next day with a
statement issued by national peace groups in unity.
Tuesday the 18th was Tax Day, along with NH AFSC, we handed out over 200 flyers on
Pentagon Spending and nuclear weapons spending. We also met with regional field staff to talk
a bit about nuclear weapons and general pentagon spending. Will was on vacation for the week
of April 24th, had a great time in Florida with the girls.
On April 29th, NH Peace Action co-sponsored the Climate Rally with NH Sierra Club, League of
Conservation Voters and other groups in Concord. Doreen tabled. It was well attended and a lot
of literature was handed out.
May:
The newsletter is now in the mail. We
finished making preparations for our
Mother’s Day fundraising brunch,
which did not raise funds, but was well
received. About 25 people attended,
and we had a lot of positive feedback,
especially about the food. The Julia
Ward-Howe Mother’s Peace Day
proclamation anchored the event, which
also featured the New American
African Dancers, and tables from a few
groups.
Our spring Ann Slade Frey grant came
in at $1000, and needs to be put toward
the Peace of Mind Conference, Jeremy and Kira, our summer interns will be helping organize
this.
On May 9th, Will conducted a
peacekeeping mini-training for
peacekeepers for this year’s March
Against Monsanto, Will had intended
to lead peacekeeping efforts himself,
but forgot that May 20 is his wedding
anniversary and sleeping on the couch
gives him a crick in the neck- anyone

available (especially those with peacekeeping experience) are encouraged to take Will’s place.
Zully Palacios and Enrique Balcazar spoke for the second to last Building a Culture of Peace
Forum event of this season to about 45 or 50 people about being targeted and detained by ICE
for organizing for Migrant Justice. As always, we co-sponsored the event, Will managed sound,
projector, room set-up and peacekeeping for the event. The Concord Monitor (who get the credit
for the photo here) wrote a long and excellent piece on the event.
On May 20th NH Peace Action cosponsored the March Against
Monsanto. Doreen tabled, Board
member Amy Antonucci spoke as a
local beekeeper and Board member
Bill Maddocks served as a
peacekeeper.

On the C4 side, we are preparing for
the Annual Membership Meeting,
which will be held late this year, on July 15 at the McLane
Audubon Center in Concord. Dr. Krisan Evenson, our C3 board co-chair who can neither
confirm nor deny whether she may or may not have worked in the Defense Intelligence Agency,
will present on the early foreign policy of the Trump Administration.

