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In any language, in any region � the world NH Peace Action wishes you and 
your family PEACE ON EARTH and GOODWILL TOWARD ALL LIVING THINGS.  
Have a happy and safe holiday season. 



 The 29th Annual New Hampshire Peace Action 
Annual Event and Fundraiser  was held on November 4, 
2011 at the McLane Audubon Center here in Concord.  
One hundred and twenty people signed up to meet Col. 
Anne Wright and listen to her speak about her involve-
ment in the peace movement since her resignation as 
Deputy Chief of Mission in Afghanistan, a post that she 
reigned from in protest to the war in Iraq.   
 Col. Wright has not only been actively protesting 
the treatment of jailed PFC Bradley Manning, who is ac-
cused of “aiding the enemy” by blowing the whistle on 
government actions, she has also served on both of the 
flotillas to Gaza, which she spoke about at length.  She 
described being arrested and detained by the Israeli mili-

tary and 
the ongo-
ing trial 
in New 
York in 
which 
she is a 
defendant 
along 
with 28 
others.  
This trial 
is a result 
of their 

protests about the ever increasing use of drones and the 
civilian casualties as a result of it. In a more humorous  
vein she described the difficulty the group had getting  
former US Attorney General  Ramsey Clarke certified as 

NH Peace Action has hired Emily 
Spencer to replace Liza as our Mem-
bership Renewal Advocate.  Emily is 
a freshman at Concord High School,  
where she enjoys participating in row-
ing and ski jumping among others 
things.   She will work part time call-
ing members whose renewals have 
lapsed.  So those of who have not re-
newed this past year can expect a call 
from her!  

Many of you may not already 
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New Hampshire Peace Action Annual Event  

Welcome Emily and Steve! 

 

an “expert witness” at the trial!    Her talk was lively, 
engaging and informative.  It reminded us of just how 
difficult and dangerous it can be to be a “Peace Activ-
ist!” 
 The Common Man Restaurant put on a splendid 
buffet table and served appetizers.  Special thanks to 
Alex Ray for this donation.   
 Susi Nord wrapped up the evening with closing 
remarks and a reminder that the NH Peace Action and 
the NH Peace Action Education Fund can’t function 
without your donations.  Thanks to all of you who so 
generously donate your money and time to sponsor these 
events.      
Editor’s note:  the thirty one drone protestor’s  were 

found guilty in Dewitt Town Court, in Syracuse, NY.  

The full story can be read  on NHPA’s web site. 

know that NH Peace Action Educa-
tion Fund has also hired Steve Dia-
mond to spearhead the Drone Project. 
Steve attends presidential primary 
events with a drone mock-up, trying 
to bring awareness to the public of the 
devastating consequences of the use 
of this weapon. This position is pri-

Quilt Raffle  
 

Ann Isenberg 

won this beau-

tiful quilt 

handcrafted 

by Ann Miller. 
 

“There is no flag large enough to  

cover the shame of killing innocent 

people” - Howard Zinn 



From the Director: Occupation! 

 One of my favorite protest chants in years past 
was “Occupation is a crime, from Iraq to Palestine.” 
 Of late I seem to have grown a bit of a soft 
spot for occupation.  The nonviolent occupation of 
Tahrir square in Egypt, and the nonviolent response to 
excessive police and military violence reminded the 
world of the power of nonviolence.  Egypt reminded 
the world that just because we don’t control the bulk 
of the violence, that doesn’t make us powerless.  Al-
most immediately, the peace movement decided to 
echo this tactic, and the planning for Stop the Ma-
chine began.  The Stop the Machine occupation was 
in planning for almost eight months, and before the 
occupation could begin, “ad busters” put out a call to 
Occupy Wall Street,  and a few weeks before the oc-
cupation of DC was set to begin, having identified the 
people who hold true power in our system, Occupy 
Wall Street was born. 
 By the second week of the protest, Occupy 
Wall Street seemed to be fizzling, numbers had 
dropped to about one hundred, protesters had been 
completely blocked from Wall Street by police, and 
Occupy Wall Street seemed doomed to fail.  Then 
something miraculous happened, during a Monday 
march on September 24, with a surge in the number of 
protesters, a group of protesters left the sidewalk and 
began blocking the street.  Police quickly split protest-
ers into small groups, trapping them in cages of or-
ange plastic webbing to keep them controlled, and 
began making arrests. 
 One such enclosure held a small group of 
women who awaited arrest, and video caught a police 
officer, Deputy Inspector Anthony Bologna, calmly 
walk up to the group of women, remove his pepper 
spray, and without provocation, release a spray into 
the women’s faces.  The video, along with more ex-
amples of police brutality against the protest, quickly 
went viral on the internet garnering over a million hits 
in the first week, and the mainstream media was 
forced to cover the protest for the first time.  The mes-
sage exploded and the following weeks brought thou-
sands to New York to take part.   
 By the first weekend in October, Zuccotti Park 
had filled enough that protestors could not find space 
to sleep.  A stable population between 1,000 and 
2,000 now resided in the encampment, and with the 
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By Will Hopkins 

outset of October, and the Occupy protests now well-
known and active, went global.  With over a hundred 
encampments in the US, Europe, and Australia and 
tens of thousands taking part in some way, the occu-
py protests have engaged a new generation in activ-
ism in a way many believed they might never be-
come engaged. 
 The occupy movement has not been without 
it’s bumps in the road, a muddled message, incidents 
of sexual assault, and accusations of serious drug 
abuse have all affected the image of the move-
ment.  Given the horizontal leaderless structure, each 
of these are difficult to remedy.  The problem being, 
that without a central organization, or “face” of the 
movement so to speak, it is tough to reach a consen-
sus about how to convey a concern that takes more 
than three words to explain. 
 Occupy represents a universal recognition 
that government is not acting in the best interest of 
the people, but in the interest of a small portion of 
people who have managed, through campaign fund-
ing, to dictate who gets to sit in government.  Occu-
py is not just about wars and militarism, or unfair 
taxation, or bailouts, but the recognition that the mal-
functions of our government are a symptom of a sys-
tem that is built out of a dual-lobed corporate party, 
exclusive to those who dare to act in the interest of 

Will receiving his summons at Occupy NH in Manchester. 

Continued on page 6 
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My son, Will Hopkins, asked for my 
opinion, as an attorney, about the re-
cent targeting of American citizens by 
Agencies of the United States Govern-
ment.  
 
It began with 9/11, of course, a jarring 
and horrible enough event to start any 
ship's compass spinning. But those at 
the helm are supposed to know how to 
steer the ship anyway, and we now 
know that Bush and Cheney just didn't 
care. First the lies that got us into Iraq, 
and then the decision to use torture 
left the moral compass of this country 
spinning wildly. Legal scholars across 
America, from former war crimes 
chief prosecutor Benjamin Ferencz to 
such “liberals” as Professor Marjorie 
Cohn, president of the National Law-
yers Guild and former Attorney Gen-
eral Ramsey Clark voiced the opinion 
that the invasion of Iraq was illegal. 
But that, and the related outrage of 
many around the world, did nothing to 
deter the Bush Administration from 
invading Iraq, and then deciding on 
the use of waterboarding, which was 
clearly also a violation of international 
law, and for which practice we had 
hanged several Japanese after World 
War II. We now know that the Bush 
gang obtained the infamous Bybee 
“Torture Memos” from a submissive 
assistant AG to justify whatever they 
wanted to do to get information from 
captured al Qaeda operatives. But 
soon after they came into power, the 
Obama Administration repudiated 
such policies, giving hope to those of 
us who are committed to the rule of 
law that our ship of state would re-
sume a safe and normal course. The 
failure to prosecute anybody involved 
in any prior crimes, however, should 
have raised a warning flag. Indeed, the 
decision, just this fall, by somebody in 
the United States Government to as-
sassinate a sixteen year old American 
boy, Abdulrahman al-Awlaki, son of 

Anwar al-Awlaki, also an American is 
being justified by attorneys for the 
current administration as being per-
fectly legal. I join other attorneys in 
believing that that killing was NOT 
legal! 

A little legal history may be helpful. 
While history records many political 
assassinations, going back at least to 
Alexander the Great's father and Jul-
ius Caesar, and the issue of the legali-
ty of such killings by a government 
under international law was not really 
raised until the nineteenth century. 
Significantly, no accepted rule was 
ever developed or adopted, and the 
question of whether any specific kill-
ing is legal must be decided by refer-
ence to the laws of the state that kills, 
and the state where the killing takes 
place. The most widely reported polit-
ical assassinations have been by the 
Israeli secret service, Mossad, but cer-
tainly there were many, by both sides, 
during the Cold War. We have all 
seen many in action films like the 
James Bond movies, probably without 
even considering any legal issues that 
might be involved, and only a few 
such events have ever resulted in local 
arrests, or even diplomatic complaints. 
But here in the United States, there is 
relevant law. As pointed out by The 
New York Times and many others, we 
have “an executive order banning as-
sassinations, federal laws against mur-
der and the protections of the Bill of 
Rights.” Though the original Execu-
tive Order, issued by Ronald Reagan 
in 1982 (No. 12.333) has been modi-
fied by the last three Presidents to deal 
with the War on Terror, it was never 
expanded to allow the killing of 
American citizens, either in this coun-
try or anywhere else in the world. Le-
gally, the deliberate summary execu-
tion of any citizen by any agent of this 
government is murder. It is just as 
simple and black and white as the 

lynching of an accused in custody or a 
member of a minority by a policeman. 

Never-the-less, when it became clear 
that Anwar al-Awlaki had become a 
significant al Qaeda operative, respon-
sible for several terrorist incidents 
directed at America, the Obama ad-
ministration decided to “get him,” 
anyway possible, and added him to a 
“targeted killing list.” His father, Nas-
sar, also a US citizen, filed litigation 
with the help of the ACLU and others 
seeking an injunction to prevent the 
assassination of his son, but early this 
year, a Federal Judge dismissed that 
law suit. We now know that the Presi-
dent had obtained a secret legal mem-
orandum in June, 2010, that, accord-
ing to The NY Times, “in essence 
concluded that Mr. Awlaki could be 
legally killed if it was not feasible to 
capture him.” In fact, a drone, operat-
ed by the CIA, fired missiles at 
Anwar's car, on a road in Yemen, that 
did kill him on September 30th. That 
killing has provoked some outrage 
here and around the world. After all, 
the government did deprive Anwar of 
his life, in spite of the plain language 
of the Fifth Amendment, with very 
little, if any due process of law. That 
“due process” was a memo that, by its 
terms, justified only the summary exe-
cution of Anwar al-Awlaki as an ene-
my combatant, which Anwar clearly 
had become. It dealt only with Anwar 
as a very special case.  

Then, two weeks later, Anwar's six-
teen year old son, Abdulrahman, was 
also killed by a CIA drone strike in 
Yemen. No secret or other memoran-
dum or any prior legal opinion author-
ized this killing. I have not been able 
to determine just who did authorize it. 
The boy, born in Denver in 1995, 
clearly was a pretty normal American 
teen, who was in Yemen with his  
Continued on page 5 

I ask, Have we totally lost our moral compass? By Bill Hopkins 
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Looking for last minute gifts? 

 

The presidential primaries are here and we need 
YOU to help bird dog all the candidates.   

If you want to help, please  
contact Will at (603) 228-0559  

or will@nhpeaceaction.org. 

Wanted  

Bird Dogs  

for Peace 

 
Designed by Jessica Ellis, the white  
t-shirts feature Rosie the Un-riveter 
and come in sizes from medium to 
xxl.  Cost is $15.00 each.   
 
We also have several other designs in 
various sizes for $5 each. 
 
Olive Oil  from Palestine, fair trade, 
extra virgin.  Proceeds benefit Pales-
tinian Youth Education. 
 
Tickets to a Manchester Monarchs game to benefit NH Peace 
Action.  See back page for details! 
 
Books and CD’s,  Brian Wilson’s “Blood on the Tracks”; 
“Come Home America.US” “Ending the War in Iraq” by 
Tom Hayden; The Soundtrack for Refusal, a benefit concert 
for the Civilian-Soldier Alliance; and Howie and the Dissi-
dents “Oil Man Commander-in-Chief” are among the many 
titles we have in stock. 
 
We also have a large assortment of buttons, pins, magnets, 
yard signs and bumper stickers available.  Below are a JUST 
A FEW examples of what we have in stock.  Stop by the of-
fice and pick up some stocking stuffers for the peace activist 
on your list! 
 

Pins 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stickers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bumper Stickers 

grandparents. He reportedly snuck out and went look-
ing for his father about the time Anwar was killed, but 
there is absolutely no evidence that he was a militant 
or had ever been involved with any terrorist activity, 
or that he wanted to join in his father's jihadist activi-
ties. He reportedly just wanted to see his Dad before 
he was killed. A close friend has said he loved soccer 
and video games. Because the authorization to kill his 
father, Anwar, was so narrowly drawn, unless the son 
was targeted totally by mistake, the CIA committed 
murder of an American citizen, all in the name of “The 
War on Terror,” when he was killed. I have great re-
spect for our President, but remember well his promise 
during his 2009 inaugural address that under his watch 
we would “reject as false the choice between our safe-
ty and our ideals.” The murder of Abdulraham al-
Awlaki by my government seems to me proof that we 
have lost our moral compass completely. My own fa-
ther was a law school dean who brought me up believ-
ing in the vital importance of the rule of law and the 
oath we both took to become attorneys. Sadly, Barack 
Obama, too, took that oath. Now I fear he has let the 
ship of state wander even farther off course than did 
Bush and Cheney and their henchmen! This is not 
change I can believe in. 

 Bill Hopkins is a retired Attorney at Law  and the 
father of  NHPA Director Will Hopkins.  He re-
sides in Charlestown, New Hampshire. 

Have we lost our moral compass?, continued 

from page 4 
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the workers.  It is about increasing 
wealth disparity, yes, but recogniz-
es, that increasing wealth disparity 
is a symptom of a government 
which has come to function only as 
a mechanism for siphoning wealth 
and power to the already wealthy 
and powerful.  It targets Wall 
Street, because it recognizes that 
our elected leadership are simply 
puppets of those interests, not that 
they are corrupted, but that they 
could never have been taken seri-
ously as candidates in the first 
place if they had not promised to 
serve the moneyed interests who 
fund campaigns and control our 
media. 
 As for its objectives, these 
too have been tough to detect, but 
for those who doubt the efficacy of 
the movement, look at what it has 
accomplished already, hundreds of 
millions have been moved from 
big banks to local banks and credit 
unions, the media has begun to 
cover the realities of the colossal 
wealth disparity present today.  A 
generation hailed as the most apa-
thetic and least engaged in history, 
has taken to the streets to make 
change.  A dialogue has opened up 
about the necessity of change 
where before there was only fast 
food and reality TV.   
 Many expected the Occupy 
movement to fizzle within the first 
weeks of its existence.  With many 
of the major encampments around 
the country broken up and the hard 
winter months approaching, no-
body knows exactly what the fu-
ture will hold.  Occupy might be 
remembered as something that 
happened, but it might also be re-
membered as the spark that kicked 

off the change we needed to sur-
vive as a country, as a species, and 
as a planet. 
 For those who remember 
the late 1960s (which I of course 
don’t) this is a fraction of the 
amount of pressure and action re-
quired to make real change, but 
how many thought this movement 
would die in its second 
week?  This is the rallying cry for a 
movement of change, not the 
movement itself.  Who am I, who 
are we, to speculate or dictate what 
it might accomplish?  I for one am 
hopeful that this movement has the 
potential to engage the apathetic 
masses, to unmask the reality of 
our corporate political system, and 
to bring about the change we have 
all hoped and dared to pray for.  
 Maybe without our notions 
of the necessity of leadership, 
without message consultants or 
effective sound bites, without a 
coherent strategy for reaching con-
crete objectives; who among us 
dared to hope it would ever accom-
plish what it has already? 

 

 

Will Hopkins is the  Director of NH Peace 

Action  and NH Peace Action  Education 

Fund. 

Occupation!  continued from page 3  

If you haven’t already seen them, check 
out the short films  “We Are Not Broke” 
and “The Story of Stuff” at 
www.thestoryofstuff.com for. These 
films are very interesting.  One is about 
the lifecycle of “stuff” and the other 
about the state of the economy, how it 
got there and what we can do about it.  
Very thought-provoking. 



New Hampshire Peace Action Staff 

Will Hopkins, Director 
Doreen Desmarais, Administrator 

Steve Diamond, Drone Project  
Emily Spencer, Membership Advocate 

AFSC-NH State House Watch, December 2, 2011                                               by Arnie Alpert 
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business.”  That will include the Governor’s veto of 
SB 57 -- the bill that would allow ultra-high interest 
auto title loans -- which did not come up for an over-
ride vote this week.   

The 2012 session will begin with consideration of 
“retained bills,” accompanied by a multitude of 
amendments.  Among these will be 

SB 160, relative to the definition and regulation of 
installment loans. This is a predatory lending bill 
which would allow the return of high-interest loans 
which accrue up to 400% interest.  We currently have 
consumer-protective laws in place that cap interest 
rates at 36%.  AFSC opposes this legislation. 

HB 162, relative to capital murder for purposely caus-
ing the death of another.  This bill would make all 
homicides now prosecuted under the First Degree 
Murder statute subject to the death penalty.  AFSC 
opposes this legislation.  You can read Arnie’s opinion 
article on this bill in NH Business Review.  

HB 437, relative to the definition of marriage.  This 
bill, as amended, would repeal same-sex marriage as 
enacted in 2009 and establish a new type of civil un-
ions that could be open to any two unmarried 
adults.  AFSC opposes this legislation. 

Arnie Alpert is the Program Director for the American 

Friends Service Committee.  AFSC publishes State 

House Watch on a regular basis during the legislative 

session.  To subscribe, go to www.afsc.org/

newhampshire and click on “Get Our Newsletter.” 

The Board and Staff of  
NH Peace Action Education Fund  

would like to thank the 

Anne Slade Frey Charitable Trust 
for ongoing support of this newsletter  
and our other educational programs 

Ding Dong, “Right to Work” is Dead 

The work of the New Hampshire House and Senate has at 
long last come to conclusion for the year, with the next 
scheduled session for each now set for January 4, 2012. 

At the House of Representatives Special Session on 
Wednesday, November 30, the long-awaited vote on the 
Governor’s Veto of HB 474-- Right to Work (for LESS)--- 
was brought forward by Speaker Bill O’Brien after 
presentations by Republican Presidential candidates Gov-
ernor Rick Perry and Governor Jon Huntsman.  There was 
above-average attendance in the House, with 380 mem-
bers present and voting, and the Gallery, hallways, and an 
“overflow room” with closed circuit broadcasting full of 
green-shirted proponents of RTW and organized labor 
members and allies wearing red to support the Governor’s 
veto.  

The debate ensued with both Republican and Democratic 
House members speaking to support the Governor’s veto, 
and several RTW proponents urging the House members 
to overturn the veto.  As the “voting stations are now open 
for 30 seconds” call went out by the Speaker, a hush fell 
upon the entire body.  A delay in recording the results due 
to one member’s access issue continued this great silence, 
unlike any we have witnessed in recent months.  When at 
last the vote tally was displayed, cheers of victory and 
relief rose up from the red-shirted audience members 
when the stunning realization set in that We had 

Won!  The vote to override the Governor’s Veto of HB 
474 failed, by a vote of 240-139, 13 votes shy of the 2/3 
majority that would have been required for the veto to 
have been over-ridden.  

This represents a huge victory for organized labor and 
working families in New Hampshire.  However, the 
Speaker has already said he will raise the issue again in 
2012.  That means we can expect more debates over the 
claims of the National Right to Work Committee that a 
law prohibiting employers and unions from agreeing that 
non-union workers can be made to pay an “agency fee” as 
a condition of employment would somehow lure business-
es to New Hampshire.   We will have another opportunity 
to present legislators with evidence that “right to work” 
lowers wages across the labor market and is generally 
harmful to economic and social conditions. 

The House will reconvene January 4 with any “unfinished 



Yes! I want to build Political and Cultural Power for Peace! 
___ $100 Sustaining Member  ___ $30 Individual Member 

___ $50 Family Member  ___ $10 Limited Income / Student          $_________   Other Amount 

___ I would like to give $____________ MONTHLY toward peace with my Visa/MasterCard 
 
CC# ____________________________________________________ Exp. Date _________ 
    (Visa or MasterCard Only) 

Name(s) _______________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

             ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________   □ add me to your list     □ already on it 
 

Mail to: NH Peace Action   4 Park Street Suite 210 , Concord, NH 03301  Phone: (603) 228-0559     
For a tax-deductible gift, please make your check payable to NHPA Education Fund. 

(Please note for one-time gifts, checks don’t have the extra fees charged by credit card companies so more of your money goes towards waging peace!) It
 is

 a
lw

ay
s 

a 
go

od
 ti

m
e 

to
 jo

in
  

N
H

 P
ea

ce
 A

ct
io

n!
 

(C
li
p
 t
h
is
 c
o
u
p
o
n
 a
n
d
 r
et
u
rn
 t
o
 u
s 
to
d
a
y
) 

Winter  2011 Newsletter 

PAGE 8 NEW HAMPSHIRE PEACE ACTION NEWS 

Events and AnnouncementsEvents and AnnouncementsEvents and Announcements   
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR April 15th!MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR April 15th!MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR April 15th!MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR April 15th!    

Manchester Monarchs vs. St. John’s Ice Caps 

 
The Manchester Monarchs hockey team will be hosting the St. John’s Ice Caps in a fundrais-
er for NH Peace Action on April 15th at 3:00 pm.  A portion of the proceeds will benefit NH 
Peace Action Education Fund.  Come and enjoy a great 
game and help support NHPA at the same time!  Tickets 
are $20 and $25, and are  available through the Mon-
archs website at  
www.monarchsjungle.com/new-hampshire-peace-

action,  or through the NHPA office at 603-228-0559.   
It’s also Fan Appreciation Day for the Monarchs, the 
first 2,000 fans through the door will receive free bobble 
heads and post game they will be awarding the “Shirts  
off our Backs”! 

Tuesday, December 20, 2011.   Mary Lee Sargent will speak about activism throughout her life at a 

Winter Solstice Peace Vigil in front of the State House in Concord.  5:30 to 6:30 pm. 

******** 

Saturday, December 31, 2011.  Join Seacoast Peace Response and others to call for a world of peace 

and justice at a New Year’s Eve Vigil in Market Square in Portsmouth.  Dress warm and bring a can-

dle if you can.  SPR will provide some signs and doves for you to hold.  For more information email  

amyla44@juno.com,  call (603) 664-2796, or go to seacoastpeaceresponse.org. 

******** 

March 2 & 3, 2012, Keene, NH.  Conference on Building a Culture of Peace. 


