
our weaponry and soldiery, they may 
need a few pamphlets with good 
advice and examples.  After all, the 
American Revolution was home-
grown (though the French helped us 
out when the Revolution became a 
war), but we borrowed quite a bit 
from English and Scottish philoso-
phers and the example of the Roman 
Republic.  So it is that the new revo-
lutions that have already ousted 
bloody dictators in Egypt and Tuni-
sia and may do the same in five or 
six other Arab countries have taken a 
good deal of their strategy and tac-
tics from the work of an American 
named Gene Sharp. 

For about sixty years Sharp has 
been studying the history of nonvio-
lent political action, abstracting its 
principles and strategies, assessing 
what may or may not work under 

(Continued on page 5) 

America’s Best Weapon: Gene Sharp 

An elderly scholar in Boston, 
working with one or two underpaid 
assistants, has accomplished what 
George Bush and 
Barack Obama, with 
the full resources of 
the US government, 
trillions of dollars, 
and hundreds of 
thousands of troops, 
could not: he has 
exported democra-
cy.  Tanks, stealth 
bombers, cruise 
missiles, and the 
Marines can knock 
off a dictator and his army, but they 
cannot bring democracy with them 
unless the people they “help” are 
already prepared for it, as they were, 
say, in Germany in 1945.  Not much 
democracy is visible in Afghanistan 

after ten years of American and 
NATO occupation, and only a little 
in Iraq after eight years.  What did 
we expect?  Democracy is a culture, 

a set of practices, a 
way of life, an idea 
taken to heart.  It has 
to be built up by the 
people themselves—
that’s more or less 
what democracy 
means—and cannot be 
handed to them.  And 
if the people throw 
their off tyrants and 
their murderous clien-
tele by themselves, 

without our tanks, so much the bet-
ter, as they will take ownership of 
their new government and will have 
learned through their struggle how to 
work together. 

While they don’t need to import 
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The Palestine Education Network 
(PEN) will be sponsoring its fifth annual 
weekend in the White Mountains from 
July 23-25, 2011 at the World Fellowship 
Center. PEN promotes a 
movement toward the end of 
Israeli occupation of Pales-
tine and an authentic US 
commitment to supporting 
both Israelis and Palestini-
ans. 

The guest speaker will 
be Josh Ruebner, the nation-
al advocacy director of the 
US Campaign to End the 
Israeli Occupation. On Fri-
day evening he will speak on 
Israeli Settlements, Palestin-

ian Statehood in the Obama 

era. This talk outlines the contours of 
Obama-era policy towards Israel and 
Palestine, including up-to-date events 
between now and the summer.  

The third annual Building a Culture 
of Peace and Non-Violence at Home and 

Abroad Conference and Youth Overnight 
(affectionately nicknamed “The March 
Conference” for obvious reasons) was an 
incredible success that exceeded all ex-
pectations. The March Conference is the 
only NH Peace Action event of its kind, 
and for the last three years it has been 
looked forward to as a staple for partici-
pants, especially among youth overnight-

ers. Jo Comerford, Executive Director of 
the National Priorities project, gave a de-
tailed presentation Friday night on con-
cerns about the military budget and poten-
tial cutting of federally funded programs 
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Palestine Education Network to host Josh Ruebner of US Campaign to End 

the Israeli Occupation at World Fellowship Weekend in July By Sandra Yarne 

March Peace Extravaganza Entertains and Educates 
By Moira Geary 

On Saturday morning, Mr. Ruebner 
will discuss US Aid to Israel: Political, 
Legal, and Moral Considerations. He 
will detail the nature of US aid, including 

US arms transfer to Israel 
and its impact on Palestinian 
civilians. He will also dis-
cuss the role of US legisla-
tion and policy develop-
ment.  He will make the 
case that aid is being mis-
used, in violation of US 
laws, to entrench Israel's 
illegal military occupation. 
 Sunday morning’s work-
shop focuses on developing 
bird-dogging skills to ad-
dress US policy towards 
Israel and Palestine.  Partici-

pants will learn how to ask cogent ques-
tions to help clarify candidates’ positions 
and get the issues into the media. This 
process is one of the ways to influence 
our relationship with Israel and Palestine.   

Israel is currently the largest recipi-
ent of foreign aid from the US receiving 
more than all the countries of Africa 
combined. Much of this is military aid 
and it enables Israel to build separation 
walls and settlements in contravention of 
international law.  

The occupation of Palestine by Is-
raeli forces has seriously diminished the 
quality of life for Palestinians. Some 
would argue that the quality of life in 
Israel is also jeopardized due to the large 
amounts of money spent to oppress the 
Palestinian people. The most dramatic 
loss of Palestinian-held land has occurred 
from 1967 to the present and continues 
even today.  

Mr. Ruebner received his M.A. from 
Johns Hopkins University in Internation-
al Affairs, majoring in International Eco-
nomics and Middle Eastern Studies.  He 
has studied in Morocco, Egypt, and Jeru-
salem. He has been the National Advoca-

(Continued on page 4) 

which was interesting and accessible even 
to those of us not yet familiar with paying 
taxes. After this kick-off 
to the conference came 
the youth take over. 

While a few less 
youth spent the night 
than the past few years, 
those who attended were 
just as exuberant, and 
included members of 
Coe-Brown Peace 
Council, Hopkinton 
Peace Club, Dover and 
Oyster River high schools. The overnight 
began with a friendly round of introduc-
tions, consensus building to establish 
ground rules, and positive attitudes all 
around. This is What Democracy Looks 
Like, a film about the 1999 Seattle WTO 
protests, was played while other groups of 
youth and chaperones broke off into jam 
sessions. The musical collaboration 
peaked around 1 a.m. with an energizing, 
improvised version of Feelin’ Alright fea-

turing three guitars and every voice in the 
room. That energy carried over into the 

next morning of work-
shops, which seemed to 
cover every possible topic 
related to peace this year. 
Some fresh, new work-
shops included a discus-
sion on WikiLeaks led by 
NSA Whistleblower 
Adrienne Kinne, a youth 
activist panel, a bird-
dogging training led by 
Arnie Alpert and Olivia 

Zink, non-violence toward animals led by 
vegan veterinarian Dr. Barry Taylor, and 
even a media in activism workshop with 
Asher Platts, A.K.A. The Punk Patriot. 

The march to the state house was as 
enthusiastic and passionate as ever, with 
youth and former youth alike chanting, 
pumping picket signs, and giving passers-
by friendly smiles and peace signs. The 
crowd gathered at the state house for a 

(Continued on page 5) 

Josh Ruebner of US  
Campaign to End the Israeli 

Occupation 

The author participates in a “human 
knot” ice breaking activity during the 

youth overnight event “Physically exhausted, but  

invigorated, the attendees of the 

conference went back home to 

make peace in their own corners 

of the state…” 



From the Director: Egyptian Inspiration  

As a proportion of the discretionary 
budget, military spending has increased 
from 54% in 2007 to almost 58% under 
President Obama.  Topping $700 billion 
dollars in Fiscal Year 2012, the US em-
pire is by far the largest the world has 
ever seen, with approximately 700 foreign 
bases in over 100 countries.  The Penta-
gon maintains 287 US bases in Germany, 
31 in Guam,  57 in Britain,  106 in South 
Korea, 130 in Japan and at least two or 
three in most countries around the world.  
Our 2012 military budget is expected to 
equal or exceed the military budgets of 
the rest of the world combined. 

April 15th is rapidly approaching, and 
all over the country people will send their 
checks in to the federal government which 

By Will Hopkins 

“Our 2012 military budget is 

expected to equal or exceed the 

military budgets of the rest of the 

world combined.” 

increasingly is cutting spending on pro-
grams of social uplift and infrastructure.  
All over the country, as unemployment 
compensation programs run out for those 
who can’t find work in this economy, as 
foreclosures sweep family after family 
onto the streets, as the sick go without 
medication, and the hungry go unfed our 
government will increasingly pour money 
into maintaining empire and fighting 
wars.   

Western Democracy has grown into a 
system where two parties compete for the 
big corporate dollars it takes to run a 
reelection campaign.  As a result, the par-
ties work only to funnel money and re-
sources into those corporations.  Corpo-
rate financing of our elections has led to 
government in the corporate interest in-
stead of the interest of the people. 

With all that wealth, power, and prec-
edent opposing us, many activists are left 
feeling hopeless.  For so long we have 
rallied, protested, lobbied, educated, and 
we wonder: can non-violence ever really 
make change?  We have our answer and 
our spark of hope.  As we in the US watch 

PAGE 3 VOLUME 25, NO 1 

NH Peace Action  

Education Fund 

Board of Directors 
 

Susan Bruce 

Jim Chappelow 

Lynn Chong, Secretary 

Michael Ferber, Vice Chair 

Alex Freid 

Chris Hobby 

Ann Isenberg 

John Lamperti 

Anne Miller, Chair 

Mary Lee Sargent 

Bill Trought 

Sandra Yarne 

NH Peace Action 

Board of Directors 

Melissa Bernardin 

Lynne Clowes 

Greg Heath 

John Lamperti, Chair 

Anne Miller, Secretary 

the fall of Mubarek in Egypt, and hopeful-
ly the budding of a real democracy, we 
can, and should feel reinvigorated.  If they 
can topple an unjust government through 
non-violence in Egypt, we CAN nonvio-
lently make change here, and we must.  By 
the looks of things in Wisconsin, it seems 
possible that we might be getting the idea... 

Will Hopkins is the  Director of NH  

Peace Action  and NH Peace Action  

Education Fund. 

Wanted! Bird Dogs for Peace 
The presidential primaries are here and we need YOU to help bird dog all the candidates.   
If you want to help, please contact Will at (603) 228-0559 or will@nhpeaceaction.org. 

Left: Jo Comerford educates peace activists about the federal budget 

Will’s first arrest: December 16, 2010  
in front of the White House during a  

Veterans for Peace protest 
(note all the smiling faces!) 

NHPAEF board member  
Jim Chappelow 

Maryam Shansab made an  
impassioned speech at the rally 
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cy Director of the US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation 
since 2003. He organizes campaigns to challenge US military 
aid to Israel and tracks legislation and policy developments. 
He regularly gives speeches and appears in the media as an 
analyst on US policy toward Israel and Palestine. He received 
the “2010  Community Service Award” from Arab-American 
Republicans in the Washington D.C. area and the Arab-
American Democratic caucus of Virginia. He has been the 
featured speaker at numerous conferences and panels in the 
United States, Canada, Ireland, and England.  

 The US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation has 
spearheaded national efforts to effect US policy changes re-
garding Israel and Palestine. The campaign has an active and 
highly informative website at www.endtheoccupation.org. It 
organizes yearly national conferences.  The organization has 
been active in the BDS (boycott, divestment and sanctions) 
campaign. It also co-sponsored the first national single-issue 
rally to highlight the plight of the Palestinian people in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

This year's workshop at the World Fellowship Center is 
continuing a tradition of eminent speakers.  Nancy Murray and 
Joseph Gerson, Ph.D. were presenters in 2008.  In 2009 Alison 
Weir, journalist and founder of the website “If Americans 
Knew,” reported on her recent trip to Palestine. Last year two 
young reporters gave firsthand accounts of their work in Pales-
tine. Video photographer Scott Hamann spoke about his expe-
rience after the attack on the Gaza flotilla.  The flotilla includ-
ed the Mavi Marmara, which was attacked in international 
waters by the Israeli military, killing nine unarmed peace ac-
tivists. Scott was abducted and jailed in Israel for several days. 
Jared Malsin, another journalist based in Palestine, was not 
allowed to return to his job after he left the West Bank on a 
vacation. This year’s presentations promise to be timely and 
informational as well. Much is happening in the Middle East 
right now which will affect the Israeli/Palestinian relationship.  

 In spite of the seriousness of the workshops, the set-
ting of the World Fellowship Center with its views of Mt. 
Chocorua is a place to rejuvenate and meet fellow activists. 
The weekend offers many opportunities for  hiking, camping 
and swimming or rowing with the loons on Whitten Pond. The 
meals are vegetarian and are based on produce from their own 
gardens. See the World Fellowship website 
(www.worldfellowship.org) for pricing or to make a reserva-
tion. 

Dr. Sandra Yarne is a Board Member of New Hampshire 

Peace Action Education Fund 

(Continued from page 2) 

PEN Weekend (continued) 

Don Booth  

1916 - 2011 
 

Photo by Arnie Alpert 

This issue of New Hampshire 
Peace Action News is  

dedicated to the memory of  

Don Booth 

Don was a Conscientious Objector to 
WWII, a pioneer in passive solar home 
design and a fixture in the NH peace 
movement for decades.  We will miss his 
physical presence, but will continue feel 
his influence. 

“The guest speaker will be Josh Ruebner, the 

national advocacy director of the US Campaign 

to End the Israeli Occupation.” 
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different circumstances, and packaging his findings in both 
weighty books and handy pamphlets.  In about 1970 he pro-
duced a list of 198 tactics that have been tried at one time or 
another, ranging from polite petitions to the general strike, and 
including sit-ins, “rude gestures,” mass emigration (the plebe-
ians of ancient Rome, for instance, just got up and left town), 
songfests, and, my favorite, number 57, “Lysistratic Nonac-
tion.”  (This is based on Aristophanes’ comedy Lysistrata, which 
tells how Athenian and Spartan women tried to stop the war by 
going on a sexual strike against their husbands and boyfriends.  
But it really happened once or twice.)  The list needs to be up-
dated, but as it stands it is a great treasury of good ideas. 

Sharp has pondered every aspect of nonviolence and drawn 
generalizations, made distinctions, and provided checklists for 
strategists.  He is not an absolute pacifist, and though he admires 
Gandhi as a strategic thinker and organizer he thinks religious 
pacifists are sometimes more of a hindrance than a help in mass 
nonviolent campaigns.  What is needed, he says, is not religious 
faith or ascetic practices but commitment to a nonviolent disci-
pline and ordinary human stubbornness.  And courage.  We ex-
pect courage on the part of soldiers; it is no less needed in nonvi-
olent struggles.  And intelligent planning. 

Sharp has pointed out that violent struggles, such as guerril-
la campaigns, aside from bringing about massive slaughter, sel-
dom bring about democracy even if they “succeed.”  Nonviolent 
campaigns, in contrast, tend toward democracy.  In such cam-
paigns everyone needs to know how to organize because the 
leaders are often the first to be rounded up and jailed (unlike 
generals in modern wars, who are safely behind the lines), and 
no leaders can compel their followers to obey them (they cannot 
shoot deserters).  These campaigns are often the crucibles of 
democratic decision-making, whereas armies instill obedience to 
tyrants. 

Gene Sharp has been summoned by revolutionary and re-
formist groups all over the world.  He was in Tiananmen Square 
in 1989 for several days to talk with the students, and left just 
before the tanks rolled in.  (Nonviolence does not always work.)  
In 1991 the new Russian parliament invited him to come and 
explain how to defeat a military coup.  A little later he met with 
guerillas in the jungles of Thailand to explain his theories. A 
booklet he wrote in 1993, called From Dictatorship to Democra-
cy, has become the prime handbook for nearly every nonviolent 
uprising since it appeared.  It has been translated into about 
twenty languages, including Burmese (and five other languages 
of Burma), Chinese, Khmer, Arabic, Pashtun, Serbian, and 
Ukrainian.  The Serbian version was in the hands of the young 
organizers of “Otpor!” (“Resistance!”), which overthrew Mi-
losevic in October 2000.  The Ukrainian version guided the or-
ganizers of the Orange Revolution in 2005.  Young Egyptians 
visited Belgrade recently to meet with the Otpor! leaders, 
learned about Sharp from them, and downloaded his pamphlets 
in Arabic. 

I got to know Gene in 1969 when he and I were invited by 
Howard Zinn to teach a large section of his hugely popular 

(Continued from page 1) 

Gene Sharp (continued) 
course at Boston University.  I knew about Gandhi and Martin 
Luther King, of course, and taken part in sit-ins and other classic 
nonviolent protests.  But Gene’s ideas transformed my under-
standing of nonviolence into something much more solid, realis-
tic, and rich.   

The twentieth century gave us terrible wars and unspeakable 
slaughters of civilians.  But it also gave us case after case of 
nonviolent warfare, many of them successful, from the Philip-
pines to Czechoslovakia, from Chile to South Africa.  And it 
gave us a body of lore and experience, continually expanding, 
continually refined and analyzed, and now spreading throughout 
the world.  The pre-eminent teacher of this great new tradition is 
Gene Sharp. 

Note: Google the Albert Einstein Institution to see what 
Sharp and his colleagues have been up to.  You can order books 
and DVDs, and in some cases download pamphlets, including 
From Dictatorship to Democracy. 
Michael Ferber is a board member of NH Peace Action Educa-

tion Fund and a professor and English Graduate Director at the 

University of New Hampshire.   

Peace Weekend (continued) 

rally, and danced as they were played in by the Leftist March-
ing Band. Following the speeches of Adrienne Kinne and Mar-
yam Shansab, the youth ran to join the marching band for one 
last dance on the steps of the state house.  

Physically exhausted, but invigorated, the attendees of the 
conference went back home to make peace in their own corners 
of the state, having come together as a community, learned 
together, and shown our strength at the State House. 

Moira Geary is a Senior at Coe-Brown Northwood Academy 

Dancing on the steps of the State House after the rally  
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Upcoming Peace and Justice Events 
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Iron Chefs for Peace 

Thursday, May 5, 2011 
6:00 - 9:30 pm 

Taste of the Common Man 
Foster’s Boiler Room  

at the Common Man Inn & Spa 
Plymouth, NH 

Tickets are $10 and  
 

All proceeds go to support NH Peace Action! 

NH Peace Action Annual Meeting 

Saturday, June 4, 2011 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 
With Keynote Speaker 

Michael Ferber  
on 

The New Non-Violent Revolution 
 

At the Daniel Webster Farm in Franklin, NH 
Potluck Lunch � Barbeque � Networking 

 

Suggested Donation $10 

Palestine Education Network Weekend at World Fellowship 

Friday July 23 - Sunday July 25, 2011 

With Special Guest Josh Ruebner 
National Advocacy Director of the US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation 

At The World Fellowship Center  
in Albany, NH 

Call (603) 447-2280  or visit 
www.worldfellowship.org for reservations 

Josh Ruebner will be speaking on Friday about 

Israeli Settlements and Palestinian Statehood in the Obama era 
and on Saturday about 

US Aid to Israel: Political, Legal, and Moral Considerations 


