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It’s Time to Put People Over the Pentagon

The Pentagon Budget

The U.S. spends more on its
military than the next eleven
countries combined. These
numbers don’t even include the
budgets for the C.I.A., N.S.A.,
and Department of Homeland
Security.

Military might cannot take on
climate change or public health
problems, and yet we see the
Pentagon getting more and more
money every year.

Such consistently massive
military budgets have, for
decades, been funding wars and
overseas operations that
disproportionately target and
harm people of color around the world. All while simultaneously eating up funding for critical programs
here at home, which then takes a greater toll on communities of color.

Skewed Spending
Priorities

The discretionary budget, the
portion of the total budget that
Congress decides how to
allocate on a yearly basis,
demonstrates how skewed our
government’s priorities are.

Even as we face a historic
pandemic, economic crisis, and
worsening severe weather
events, President Biden’s
budget  request allocates over
half of the budget to the military
industrial complex. In fact, he
has requested $813 billion for
the 2023 budget. That is a
whopping $31 billion more than
last year!



• A November 2021 poll found that when Americans were asked what the highest priority for
increased funding should be, the military ranked fifth as a priority at 11%, behind healthcare
(23%), border security (17%), education (15%), and infrastructure (14%). It also found that while
39% of Americans think the U.S. spends about the right amount on the military, they
overwhelmingly say too little is spent on all other listed priorities (with border security at 47%,
healthcare at 56%, education at 58%, and infrastructure at 61%).

• A July 2020 Data for Progress survey found that 57% of voters support cutting the defense budget
by 10% to reallocate funding to the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) and other
pressing domestic needs. Only 25% of voters opposed either somewhat (11%) or strongly (14%),
with the remainder unsure.

• That same month, another poll found that a plurality of respondents (37%) think we should
decrease Pentagon spending, compared with only 13% who think it should be increased. When
another group was asked the same question but with an initial sentence laying out the massive
national debt, calls for cuts rose significantly — with roughly half the people polled (49%) believing
we should decrease Pentagon spending, and only 8% thinking we should increase it.

• Last January, YouGov and Concerned Veterans for America found that a majority of the general
public (60%) say military/defense spending should be decreased or kept the same. Among
veterans and military households, that number is slightly greater, with 61% and 64% against
increases respectively.

Take Action

• Contact your Senators and your Representative and let them know your thoughts.
• Ask members of Congress to cut the topline Pentagon budget and redirect those funds to

critical human needs.
• To find your member of Congress, go to www.usa.gov/elected-officials.
• Call the Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121 to get connected with their offices.

• Contact the Biden administration and let them know your thoughts.
• Call the White House switchboard at 202-456-1414 or fill out a form online at

www.whitehouse.gov/contact.

• Write and submit letters to the editor in response to articles on Pentagon spending.
• Letters to the editor can be a powerful way to educate the public and influence public

opinion. Keep your letter short and to the point and critique or add to a published article.

https://www.reaganfoundation.org/media/358084/rndf_survey_booklet.pdf
https://www.filesforprogress.org/datasets/2020/7/polling/dfp_pocan_defense_blog.pdf
https://charleskochinstitute.org/news/new-poll-3-in-4-americans-want-troops-home-from-afghanistan-iraq-favor-less-defense-spending-less-military-engagement-abroad/
https://mk0wehezuhu1jcn3uqvn.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/20210113_CVA-Survey_Interview-Schedule.pdf
http://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

