
anyone present could remember.  
Finally, Jim Chappelow of Iraq 
Veterans Against War drew the 

raffle winners with 
some fun and funky 
prizes donated by 
members and local 
businesses. 
The highlight of the 
evening was Matt’s talk 
about his thoughts and 
experience in both Iraq 
and Afghanistan. He 
explained that the pur-
pose of the Afghanistan 

Study Group’s report is to offer 
the Obama administration another 
option because at the current time, 
the milatary and Pentagon are 
urging unending war and blood-
shed.  The report offers an alter-
native that has the backing of 

(Continued on page 5) 

The 28th Annual Fall Fundraiser 
for NH Peace Action Education Fund 
was held on Friday, November 5th at 
the NH Capital Center for the Arts.  
The keynote speaker was Matthew 
Hoh, the Director of the Afghanistan 
Study Group who was also the first 

State Depart-
ment Official 
to resign over 
US policy in 
Afghanistan 
last year when 
President 
Obama an-
nounced his 
first troop 
surge.  Over 
100 people 
packed the 
room to net-
work with oth-
er peace activ-
ists from 

around the state, bid on auction items, 
enjoy hors d’oevres courtesy of The 
Common Man Restaurants and to hear 
the young Marine Veteran discuss US 
foreign policy in the 
Middle East. 

Auction items 
included a gallon of 
NH maple syrup, a 
gently used kayak, a 
peace toaster and a 
mask of the Balinese 
Witch Rangda.  To-
ward the end of the 
evening, current and 
former staff present-
ed Board Members Mary Lee Sargent 
and Greg Heath with gifts of apprecia-
tion for their loyalty and service to the 
organization.  Mary Lee is stepping 
down as chair of the Ed Fund Board 
after five years of dedicated service, 
and Greg is retiring from the Treasurer 
position which he has held as long as 
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He sat in a wheeled chair, waiting for dark, 
And shivered in his ghastly suit of grey, 
Legless, sewn short at elbow. Through the park 
Voices of boys rang saddening like a hymn, 
Voices of play and pleasure after day, 
Till gathering sleep had mothered them from him. 
                       *            *            * 
About this time Town used to swing so gay 
When glow-lamps budded in the light blue trees, 
And girls glanced lovelier as the air grew dim, - 
In the old times, before he threw away his knees. 
Now he will never feel again how slim 
Girls' waists are, or how warm their subtle hands; 
All of them touch him like some queer disease. 
                       *            *            * 
There was an artist silly for his face, 
For it was younger than his youth, last year. 
Now, he is old; his back will never brace; 
He's lost his colour very far from here, 
Poured it down shell-holes till the veins ran dry, 
And half his lifetime lapsed in the hot race 
And leap of purple spurted from his thigh. 
                       *            *            * 
One time he liked a blood-smear down his leg, 
After the matches, carried shoulder-high. 
It was after football, when he'd drunk a peg, 
He thought he'd better join. - He wonders why. 
Someone had said he'd look a god in kilts, 
That's why; and may be, too, to please his Meg; 
Aye, that was it, to please the giddy jilts 
He asked to join. He didn't have to beg; 
Smiling they wrote his lie; aged nineteen years. 
Germans he scarcely thought of; all their guilt, 
And Austria's, did not move him. And no fears 
Of Fear came yet. He thought of jeweled hilts 
For daggers in plaid socks; of smart salutes; 
And care of arms; and leave; and pay arrears; 
Esprit de corps; and hints for young recruits. 
And soon, he was drafted out with drums and cheers. 
                       *            *            * 
Some cheered him home, but not as crowds cheer Goal. 
Only a solemn man who brought him fruits 
Thanked him; and then inquired about his soul. 
                       *            *            * 
Now, he will spend a few sick years in institutes, 
And do what things the rules consider wise, 
And take whatever pity they may dole. 
To-night he noticed how the women's eyes 
Passed from him to the strong men that were whole. 
How cold and late it is! Why don't they come 
And put him into bed? Why don't they come? 

 

Wilfred Owen was a British poet and soldier in WWI, he 

died at just age 25 during the Battle of the Sambre in 

(Continued on page 6) 

In January of 2010 IVAW members came together in Albuquerque, 
NM for a strategy planning session to build our campaign Operation Re-
covery: a campaign to stop the deployment of traumatized soldiers. 

We have learned from our past that it takes more than getting people 
to show up for events or pulling off a really great action to affect change. 
We knew that we had to start thinking strategically. IVAW has been us-
ing its resources to build strength within our ranks. The field organizing 
team (sponsored by VVAW) has put much effort into leadership develop-
ment including helping our membership develop the skills necessary to 
fight and win. 

Many of our brothers and sisters are sent into war despite suffering 
from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Traumatic Brain Injury 

(TBI) and Military Sexual Trauma (MST). Many of us within IVAW 
have faced or are currently facing, deployment despite severe trauma. 
IVAW is determined to find out who is responsible for this and to hold 
them accountable. 

We know that the Military has been ignoring and covering this issue 
up. They use programs like the Wounded Warrior Project to get positive 
press while still deploying thousands of traumatized soldiers to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

These troops are not disposable and we are going to ensure that the 
Military can no longer continue these occupations depending on a force 
of injured troops who are being denied their right to heal. IVAW is creat-
ing space for injured troops to say enough, I won't deploy again. 

On October 7th, the 9th anniversary of the invasion of Afghanistan, 
IVAW publicly announced this important campaign. We have worked to 
identify the responsible parties, where our power lies and how we can put 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Disabled   By Wilfred Owen IVAW Fights For Soldiers Right To Heal 

From Trauma By Maggie Martin  

“We know that the Military has been  
ignoring and covering this issue up.” 

Joyce Wagner Joyce Wagner Joyce Wagner Joyce Wagner ----    IVAW's Operation Recovery IVAW's Operation Recovery IVAW's Operation Recovery IVAW's Operation Recovery     
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The War Photography of Moises Saman 

Moises Saman is a photojournalist who works primarily 

in the context of war. His images are compiled mostly from 

the recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, but he has visited 

various places of conflict and tension across the world. 

In today’s world, war photography is abundantly cap-

tured and therefore visually experienced constantly in mod-

ern societies. The excessive consumption of these types of 

images can lead the individual often feeling alienated, hope-

less or underwhelmed from the frequency of viewing, creat-

ing more passivity in our perceptions towards war. The situa-

tions and subjects captured become “normal” to the visual 

consumer. However, Moises’ photography is not overrun by 

images of guns and destruction but brings a human quality 

and sensitivity to the situation. 

Though diverse, Moises’ photographs do not necessarily 

focus on the immediate impact of war on humans, such as 

pictures of bloodied victims or crying mothers, but they pro-

ject the somber mood of the human situation. They look at 

varying subjects but largely toward the aftermath of action, 

the moments of calm as it were, but he also investigates the 

consequences including physical destruction and emotional 

damage. He offers us the opportunity to see the daily strug-

gles of people living under the horrifying blanket of war in 

its immediate and long lasting effects. 

Bio - Moises Saman was born in Lima, Peru, from a  

Spanish and Peruvian family. At the age of 1 his family 

relocated to Barcelona, Spain, where Moises spent his youth. 

During his university studies of Communications and Sociol-

ogy in the U.S, Moises became interested in photography 

through the work of photographers covering the wars in the 

Balkans. 

Moises interned at several small newspapers in Califor-

nia before moving to New York City in 1998 to complete an 

internship at New York Newsday, Moises spent a month 

traveling in Kosovo photographing the aftermath of the last 

By Oliver Seary 

Balkan war. On his return Moises joined Newsday as a staff 

photographer where he worked as a press photographer for 

six years, leaving Newsday in 2007 to become a freelance 

photographer. 

(Continued on page 6) 

"As a photojournalist I am interested in 
searching for the positive commonalities in 

human spirit, to expose those intimate moments 
among people that reminds us of  dignity and 

hope in the face of conflict."  
-Moises Saman 

Moises Saman Moises Saman Moises Saman Moises Saman ----    Untitled Untitled Untitled Untitled - Israel-Gaza Border, 2009. Israeli soldiers 

atop a tank wave after entering Israel from inside Gaza 

Moises Saman Moises Saman Moises Saman Moises Saman ----    Untitled Untitled Untitled Untitled - Kabul, Afghanistan, 2008 

Moises Saman Moises Saman Moises Saman Moises Saman - UntitledUntitledUntitledUntitled - Beirut, Lebanon. August 2006.  

A bridge destroyed by Israeli warplanes 



Youth Activists Attend Peace of Mind 2010 

On the weekend of September 11, a 
group of young activists gathered for the 
third annual Peace of Mind Conference at 
the beautiful World Fellowship Center in 
Albany, NH sponsored and planned by NH 
AFSC and NH Peace Action. This was my 
first, and sadly my only, year attending the 
conference. It was an experience I will nev-
er forget. I met many new people from 
around the world, including Styve Bwanga, 
whose story of living through civil war is 
moving and inspirational. We all attended a 
“seminar” about racism, my first. It was not 
so much a seminar, but a gathering where 
we were all able to speak about our experi-
ences and were able to draw our own con-
clusions about how we want to deal with 
our own racism and white privilege.  

The conference was not just about 
heavy things like racism and living through 
civil war, though. We had an open mic and 
family style dinner, where we were able to 
get together with representatives of The 

Guatemala Accompaniment Project and get to 
know each other. Dinner was delicious and a great 
chance to speak to the representatives about what 
the GAP is all about.  The night ended with star-
gazing and a dance party, including one of the 
directors of the WFC, Andy, hanging off the raft-
ers and swinging around.  A huge thanks to Andy 
and Andrea for being so generous with their beau-
tiful center!  

Emily Madison is a Senior at Coe-Brown 

Academy and a member of the Coe-Brown Peace 

Council. 
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By Emily Madison  

Oil in the Gulf: A Documentary in Progress  By Roy Morrison  

In the wake of the ongoing BP oil 
disaster, our family felt we needed to do 
something.  In August we traveled to the 
Gulf to make a documentary.  

What we found in New Orleans and 
the Gulf was not what we expected. The 
first part of our RockIt Science Produc-
tions documentary, Oil in the Gulf: Jour-
ney to Grand Isle is now on  YouTube. To 
view part 1 of the documentary go to: 

Luanne Baker, my wife is co-director 
and editor. My son Samuel Schaffer-
Morrison is cinematographer. 

We hadn't anticipated how pervasive 
the oil infrastructure is in the Gulf region. 

Pipes, pipelines, storage tanks, derricks, 
warehouses, waste containers, planes, 
helicopters, ships, barges, garages, office 
buildings, workshops, and giant refineries 
are an everyday feature of life as you trav-

el the region. Boats of shrimpers and crab-
bers are docked near the giant barges that 
transport drilling rigs into the Gulf. The 
bayous are pierced and transected in many 
places by gas and oil pipelines and chan-
nels. 

We hadn’t anticipated how the oil 
disaster would appear as a continuation of  
the devastation wrought by Hurricane 
Katrina that was, in large measure, the 
consequence of the ongoing abuse of once 
protected bayous vastly diminished by 
development and similarly transected by 
channels and canals. Louisiana State cli-
matologist Barry Heim took us on a Katri-
na tour.  We saw the infamous MR-GO, 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet ca-
nal that conducted a wall of water that 
downed St. Bernard Parish and the 
Lower Ninth ward in New Orleans. 

We also hadn't anticipated the 
indifference of the state and federal 
governments. For example we were 
told a crabber in Houma, LA said he 
was afraid to sell that crabs he had just 
pulled up with black gills, but was told 
by a state biologist that it could just be 
a fungus and not oil.  

We hadn't expected that when we 

walked on the beach at Grand Isle, Lu-
anne would quickly feel sick to her stom-
ach from a strange chemical stench. You 
couldn't smell the ocean.  

We hadn't expected to see the enor-
mous pressure to declare all was well, oil 
vanished, eaten quickly by microbes, and 
that fishing and drilling should get back to 
business as usual despite the concerns and 
findings of fishermen, Parish government, 
and independent scientists. 

We return to the Gulf in November to 
continue our work. 

Roy Morrison is Director or the  

Office for Sustainability at SNHU .  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQjePJFG1ZY 

“You couldn't smell  

the ocean.” 

2010 Peace of Mind attendees 



From the Director: Election Results Threaten Gains for Peace 

The last two years have been frustrating 
for people concerned with issues of peace 
and justice. The Obama administration nego-
tiated the New START treaty with Russia, 
enacted a modest improvement in our policy 
in Iraq, brokered by the Bush administration, 
and claims to have stopped some of the more 
egregious forms of torture being employed 
by our nation. At the same time however, 
Obama also oversaw two disastrous surges 
in Afghanistan, approved massive drone 
bombing campaigns which led to thousands 
of civilian deaths, began the practice of ex-
trajudicial killing of American civilians, and 
has prosecuted several whistleblowers.  Sup-
port for Obama on the left has allowed him 
to get away with things his predecessors 
never could have done. 

When November 2, 2010 rolled around, 
a lot of folks stayed home, not bothering to 
vote for a party that has done so little to fur-
ther the cause of justice over the past two 
years.  Many, caught up in the tea party hys-

teria and a tidal wave of corporate funded 
propaganda thanks to the Citizens United 
decision switched loyalties.  The result was 
an absolute massacre for Democrats and 
Obama.  In NH all three federal seats went 
to Republicans, John Lynch barely held on 
to the Governorship, all five Executive 
Councilors are Republicans, the Senate went 
Republican by a margin of nineteen to five, 
and the House of Representatives is now a 
full 75% Republican. 

In the two weeks after the election, the 
White House announced two major shifts on 
foreign policy issues, both significant and 
painful.   

In Iraq, the Bush administration accept-
ed a Status Of Forces Agreement (SOFA) in 
November of 2008.  The SOFA agreement 
required US forces to pull out of major Iraqi 
cities by the end of June 2009, and a com-
plete withdrawal of all US forces by the end 
of 2011.  The Obama Administration had 
continued to follow this plan, but within a 

By Will Hopkins 

“ In the two weeks after the 

election, the White House 

announced two major shifts on 

foreign policy issues, both 

significant and painful ” 

week of the 2010 elections, Secretary 
of Defense Robert Gates announced, 
that the US was open to keeping a 
troop presence beyond 2011. 

The president promised when he 
announced the most recent surge in 
Afghanistan that troop drawdowns 
would begin over the summer of 
2011.  In the aftermath of the elec-
tions, with key Republicans criticizing 
the loose timeline, the Obama admin-
istration began publically walking 
away from that course, insisting that 
2014 might be a more realistic time 
frame. 

Even the New START treaty, which holds the support of the entire leadership 
of the Department of Defense, every living Secretary of Defense, Dick Cheney and 
senior Republican on the Senate Foreign relations committee Richard Lugar, looks 
like a long shot.  It has been added to the lame duck agenda, but many republicans 
thought to be possible yes votes have pledged to hold the treaty back until the new 
senate is in session.  Ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty has been 
essentially ruled out as a possibility. 

With a Republican majority in the house, there isn’t likely to be much agree-
ment between the Whitehouse and congress, but increased militarism is one place 
Obama has shown himself to be well aligned with the GOP, and we are likely to 
see a lot more waste, death, and suffering thanks to the recent elections. 

Will Hopkins is the  Director of NH Peace Action  

and NH Peace Action Education Fund 
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prestigious foreign policy strategists and 
can give the administration the political 
cover they need to change the focus in 
Afghanistan from violence to diplomacy, 
reconstruction and development. 

The most important aspect of the 
talk for peace activists was Hoh’s asser-
tion that a strong and vibrant peace move-
ment is crucial to creating the political 
atmosphere that is needed to overcome 

(Continued from page 1) 

2010 Annual Event a Success (continued) 

the military’s pressure for endless war 
in the region.  He cited the grassroots 
movement in 2006 as the impetus for 
drawing down troops in Iraq and urged 
activists to remain committed to hold-
ing their government accountable to a 
withdrawal schedule and changing the 
conversation. 

Susi Nord is the Administrator at 

NHPA and NHPAEF 

(More pictures from the event on p.6) 

Will and fellow IVAW Jim Chappelow 

Cathy Bentwood swears to attend  

future meetings 

John, Lois, Cathy, Ann at NHPA table 



Moises Saman (continued) 

Moises is also now part of the prestigious Magnum photog-

raphy group which includes other well known individuals such as 

Robert Capa and Henri Cartier-Bresson. 

Oliver Seary was a volunteer at NH Peace Action for a week 

this November.  He is visiting the U.S. from England during his 

gap year between high school and college. In addition to stuffing 

envelopes and other boring office tasks, he contributed this arti-

cle and the poem  by Wilfred Owen on page 2. The staff and 

board at NHPA wish him well on his adventure. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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The Board and Staff of  
NH Peace Action Education Fund  

would like to thank the 
Anne Slade Frey Charitable Trust 

for ongoing support of this newsletter  
and our other educational programs 
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Liza Richardson, Membership Renewal Advocate 

NH Peace Action 

Board of Directors 

Melissa Bernardin 

Lynne Clowes 

Greg Heath 

John Lamperti, Chair 

Anne Miller, Secretary 

an end to this inhumane practice once and for all. Now, we are 
well prepared and ready to take action. 

We will stand behind our brothers and sisters as they say 
no to the violation of their rights. 

Service members have the right to heal. 

Because the military is desperate for warm bodies in the 
field, and the VA doesn't have enough resources to serve all 
those in need, too often, service members are conveniently de-
nied care or access to quality mental health screenings. We say, 
service members with PTSD, TBI, MST and combat stress have 
the right to high quality health care. They have the right to seek 
care and pursue treatments in the best interest of their health 
and well-being. 

Service members have the right to receive medical care 
from medical professionals. 

Often, a commander's "medical" opinion supersedes that of 
military medical professionals when it comes to the well-being 
of our troops. No military authority should override the advice 
of medical professionals regarding the health care of service 
members. 

Service members who experience PTSD, TBI, MST and 
combat stress have the right to exit the traumatic situation. 

Too often, service mem-
bers are forced to redeploy 
back into dangerous combat 
or train in situations that re-
traumatize them. Individuals 
suffering from trauma have a 
right to remove themselves 
from the source of the trau-
ma. Service members who 
are not physically or mental-
ly healthy should not be 
forced to deploy or continue 
service. 

We know that without 
the repeated use of trauma-
tized soldiers on the battle-
field the occupations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan could not 
continue. Those responsible 
for the deployment of trau-
matized soldiers will do eve-
rything they can to hide the 
truth but we are prepared to 
make demands and back them up with collective action.  

Maggie is a member of IVAW from Michigan. 

(Continued from page 2) 

1918. His realistic writings on war were starkly 

juxtaposed with the commonly found jingoistic 

and jolly tune adopted by most war writers at 

the time, such as Rupert Brooke.  His best 

known poem is Dulce et Decorum Est which 
describes the atrocities of trench and gas war-

fare. The text above however is lesser known 

and is subtler than the majority of his poetry, it describes the 

emotional and physical trauma experienced by a soldier in the 

aftermath of an injury. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Wilfred Owen (continued) 

Zach Choate - IVAW's  

Operation Recovery  

Operation Recovery (continued) 

Lois and Judy at the Fall Fundraiser 

Fun at Peace of Mind 2010 
Mary Lee, Bill and the Rangda 

Mask at the Fall Event 
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NH Peace Action 2010-11 Member Survey 

In an effort to be a more democratic organization, we would like to hear from you, our mem-
bers and friends about what you think we should work on and what type of work we should 
be doing.  We hope you will take a moment to complete this survey and return it to us. 

Program Goals and Issues 

Issues 
Please rank from 1to 7 

1 being the highest priority 

Nuclear Weapons abolition   

Peaceful alternatives to military intervention: Iraq   

Peaceful alternatives to military intervention: Afghanistan   

Peaceful alternatives to military intervention: Iran   

Support human needs instead of military spending   

Militarism in US culture generally   

Other: __________________________________________ 
  

Emerging Issues 
 

What emerging issues do you think NH Peace Action should integrate into our work?  Are 
there groups already working on this issue that we can work with?  How do you envision our 
contribution to this issue? 

Activities - Would you like to see NH Peace Action do 

more, the same, or less of each of the following activities?  More Same Less 

Direct Legislative Lobbying       

Speakers and Educational Programming       

Working with youth across the state       

Candidate Bird-Dogging and Election work       

Marches, Rallies, and Protests       

Hands on skills training       

Newsletters and Emails       

Other (please specify)       

Program Activities 

Please return this survey to our office at 4 Park Street #210, Concord, NH 03301 or fax it to 
us at (603) 228-6492 or email it to info@nhpeaceaction.org 



“Across the board, their testimony de-
tailed the vast failures and challenges in-
herent to imple-
mentation of the 
death penalty for 
example; its failure 
to serve the needs 
of murder victims 
family members, 
the moving target 
of fairness, and 
extraordinary po-
litical pressures 
places on public 
servants,” com-
mented Katherine 
Cooper, Executive 
Director of the NH 
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty. 

Coalition members are disappointed 
the study commission ignored so much 
evidence put before them, but are unflag-
ging in their efforts to defeat expansion 
and win eventual repeal.  And the six New 
Hampshire residents who attended a re-
cent national conference of faith-based 
activists in Atlanta are making plans to 
equip clergy to preach, educators to teach, 
and laity to form their consciences by 
faith.  
Arnie Alpert is the Program Coordinator 

for New Hampshire AFSC 

Yes! I want to build Political and Cultural Power for Peace! 
___ $100 Sustaining Member  ___ $30 Individual Member 

___ $50 Family Member  ___ $10 Limited Income / Student          $_________   Other Amount 

___ I would like to give $____________ MONTHLY toward peace with my Visa/MasterCard 
 
CC# ____________________________________________________ Exp. Date _________ 
    (Visa or MasterCard Only) 

Name(s) _______________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

             ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________   □ add me to your list     □ already on it 
 

Mail to: NH Peace Action   4 Park Street Suite 210 , Concord, NH 03301  Phone: (603) 228-0559     
For a tax-deductible gift, please make your check payable to NHPA Education Fund. 
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On the day the New Hampshire’s 
Death Penalty Study Commission released 
its reports, in which a narrow majority of 
members called for retaining the state’s 
death penalty, a group of faith-based ac-
tivists met in the office of the NH Council 
of Churches to discuss ways to deepen the 
movement for death penalty repeal.   

While the 22-member commission 
split 12 to 10 on the question of retention 

or repeal, there was 
no call for capital 
punishment to be 
expanded and wide-
spread agreement 
that the death pen-
alty costs signifi-
cantly more than 
alternatives. 
Expansion of the 
death penalty will 
be on the State Leg-
islature’s agenda 

for the new session beginning after the 
first of the year.   

“Testimony before the Commission 
demonstrated that, whether one supported 
or opposed capital punishment in theory, 
the reality of the death penalty system in 
practice is it just doesn’t work,” wrote 
Rep. Renny Cushing, a member of the 
Commission and Executive Director of 
Murder Victims Families for Human 
Rights.  “It doesn’t make the public or 

police safer, it is prone to mistakes that 
snare innocent people, and it is not a good 
use of scarce public resources.  And rather 
than being some kind of a balm for the 
pain for murder victims family members, 
it is both a perception and a reality that 
the death penalty is a distraction from 
meeting the overall needs of survivors of 
homicide victims.” 

In addition, Commission members 
from both camps agreed the death penalty 
costs significantly more than the alterna-
tive of life imprisonment.  According to 
testimony, the state of New Hampshire 
has already spent $4 million to prosecute 
2 recent capital cases, not counting appel-
late, defense or ancillary costs. 

The commission was unable to agree 
on any other questions posed by the legis-
lature despite a majority of witnesses tes-
tifying in support of repealing the death 
penalty. Over the course of 10 months 146 
people testified to the commission: 127 
New Hampshire residents representing 
families of homicide victims, former judg-
es, prosecutors, defense attorneys, and 
scholars testified to the commission.  

Additionally, the commission heard 
from 19 out-of-state witnesses with direct 
experience implementing the death penal-
ty, including 2 former prison wardens 
who provided testimony about the impact 
death penalty on corrections staff, state 
prosecutors, and death row exonerees.  

Faith-Based Activists Pledge to Deepen Efforts for Death Penalty Repeal 
By Arnie Alpert 

Commission member 

Rep. Renny Cushing 

listens to testimony 

Margaret Hawthorne 

testifies before  the 

study Commission 


