
-violent action towards achieving 

greater good. It is. It starts, how-

ever, with recognition of the in-

herent good of all living beings on 

this Earth. For it will only be 

when all people trust each other to 

take care of each other that we 

will see world peace. 

Ellyn is a junior at Oyster River 

High School and a member of 

Oyster River SDS. 

Two years ago was the first time I 

attended the New Hampshire Peace 

Action Peace March mourning the 

anniversary of the on-going occupa-

tion of Iraq. I marched with my 

mother and sister, and when we ar-

rived at the State House our spirits 

were uplifted by the speakers’ hope. 

Last year we had the first Youth Over-

night and Peace Conference the night 

before the march. The next day we 

rallied at the State House with energy, 

peace, and joy- despite the angry mes-

sages displayed by counter-protesters. 

This year was amazing. As we 

marched students played drums and 

the Leftist Marching Band created 

music for us to dance to. We took 

turns leading chants with the bull horn 

and carrying signs we painted with 

messages of alternatives to war (“Bail 

Out the Homeless” and “Drop Beats 

Not Bombs” were just a few). 

The rally at the State House was 

relocated to the Concord High School 

due to risk of rain. When we arrived in 

the school’s cafeteria we were privi-

leged to hear Chantelle Bateman, Mat-

this Chiroux, and Will Hopkins each 

speak about their experiences with the 

United States Armed Forces. Jamantics 

played uplifting music and youth of all 

ages danced and hula-hooped together. 

I told a friend once, “I am involved 

with peace activism because it is some-

thing to do on the weekends.” Honestly, 

it is so much more. When I became a 

peace activist, I became part of a com-

munity of people who share common 

ideals and values. It has become a relig-

ion for me. I enjoy nothing more than 

the feeling of unity that I experience 

every time I am marching hand in hand 

with friends, neighbors, family and 

strangers, chanting and singing for a 

common goal. 

I believe that peace is more than the 

absence of war; peace is productive non
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Combatants for Peace  

 Learn about peace and justice work that is being done 

around the world and how you can get involved 

 Listen to great world music  

 Talk to Hibakusha 

(survivors of the bombs in 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki) 

 Various themed tents – 

Peace & Disarmament, Cli-

mate Change & Nuclear 

Power, Economic Justice & 

Human Needs, Youth & 

Students 

 Participate in a live art pro-

ject 

 Browse the dozens of tables 

of peace and justice organizations & NGOs 

 And much, much more.  

NH Peace Action is heading to New York City for 

an International Day of Action on May 2nd! 

This is part of the weekend of festivities around the Nuclear  

Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference.  The bus will 

leave Durham at 7:00 am and Concord at 8:00 am and return to 

NH late Sunday evening. 

Join People from Around the World for an  

Afternoon of Action! 

2:00 PM – Disarm Now! For Peace and Human Needs Rally near 

Times Square 

3:30 PM – March across 42nd Street to the United Nations 

4:00 PM – International Peace & Music Festival in Dag Ham-

marskjold Plaza (47th St. between First and Second Aves.) 

For more info about the weekend’s events go to:  

www.peaceandjusticenow.org 

It took the killings of their daughters to bring them to-

gether and to move beyond fear and hatred.  Bassam Aramin 

is a former Palestinian Fatah fighter whose daughter, Abir, 

age 10, was killed in 2008 by Israeli soldiers close to her 

school in Anata, just outside of Jerusalem. Rami Elhanan is a 

former IDF soldier who fought in the 1973 Yom Kippur War 

and is the son of a Holocaust survivor.  His daughter, Smadar, 

age 13, was killed, along with three of her friends, by two 

Palestinian suicide bombers. 

Once enemies who despised each other, both men arrived 

at the same conclusion -- that violence only begets more vio-

lence.  Thus, in 2005, was created a joint Israeli-Palestinian 

organization called, ironically, “Combatants for Peace.”  As 

part of a Global Exchange delegation that traveled to Israel 

and Occupied Palestine in December, I had an opportunity to 

meet with Rami and Bassam. 

During his seven years in Israeli jails where he received 

beatings, Bassam had a life-changing experience.  First, he 

saw a Holocaust film and cried when he saw innocent people 

about to be killed.  Later, one of his jailers recognized Bassam’s 

humanity, and provided him with books by Gandhi and Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

Despite this, Bassam said his first meeting with Israelis in 2005 

was difficult as both sides were suspicious of the other.  Israelis 

saw Palestinians as “terrorists” and Palestinians saw Israelis as 

“jailers” and “occupiers.”  Nevertheless, both sides educated each 

other and agreed to work for a common goal -- to create a peaceful 

society for all their children.  Combatants for Peace agreed that the 

Israeli Occupation is the source of most of the on-going violence 

and they agreed to work to educate Israelis and Palestinians to 

understand the hopes and suffering of the other side 

so as to create dialogue and reconciliation. 

Combatants for Peace has grown to 600 members as they as-

pire to change the dynamics between Israelis and Palestinians by 

employing peaceful, non-violent means. Tellingly, Einstein Insti-

tute Scholar Gene Sharp’s “methods of non-violent resistance” 

was cited by Bassam.  As for revenge towards the Israeli soldier 

who killed his daughter, Bassam said he still seeks justice, not 

vengeance, despite learning all charges were dropped against the 

accused IDF member.  This grieving father said that “Israelis will 

never feel free unless Palestinians feel free” as he cited Dr. King’s 

words, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere." 

Rami was a tank commander in the 1973 Yom Kippur War and 

related that he had a lot of friends who were killed.  Leaving the 

IDF, he married, had children, and settled in Jerusalem.  On Sep-

tember 4, 1997, two Palestinian suicide bombers killed four young 

girls, including his daughter, Smadar.  Seven days of mourning 

followed while his grief and rage persisted.  And, yet, as Rami 

(Continued on page 7) 
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International Day of Action at the UN to Abolish Nuclear Weapons  

By Will Thomas 

...the walls in our heads are more critical as they lead to 

the dehumanization of the “other,” ... 

Bassam Aramin and Rami Elhanan 

http://peaceandjusticenow.org/wordpress/2010/03/international-peace-music-festival/
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Just  Don’t Call it “Defense” 

The Pentagon ―base budget‖ re-

quest for fiscal year 2011 (beginning 

October 1) calls for about  $549 bil-

lion, an increase of $18 billion over the 

appropriation for the current fiscal 

year.  That‘s nowhere near the whole 

story.  The administration is also re-

questing about  $160 billion for 

―Overseas Contingency Opera-

tions‖ (OCO), that is, to pay for the 

wars in Iraq, Afghanistan and else-

where. There‘s also $25 billion or 

more in military spending outside the 

―Department of Defense,‖ much of it 

for nuclear weapons, which are in-

cluded in the Department of Energy 

budget. (This $25 billion could be 

much larger, depending on what is 

included.)  The grand total– and it is 

grand–comes to at least $734 bil-

lion.  There is an additional $33 billion 

―emergency supplemental‖ appropria-

tion to pay for the Afghanistan 

―surge‖; this would be counted as part 

of FY 2010 spending.  Of course there 

may be a supplemental in 2011 as 

well.  The total has more than doubled 

in the last decade and continues to 

rise.  

How can we understand such num-

bers?  One thought: New Hampshire‘s 

―share‖ of that money would be $3.2 

billion on a per-capita basis, roughly 

equal to what it spends from general 

taxes in two years.  The NH state gov-

ernment has been struggling to close a 

projected budget gap of some  $220 

million; the state‘s fraction of a 7% 

reduction in military spending would 

do that job painlessly with no need to 

cut services. But any reduction in the 

military budget request is unlikely.  

A related comparison considers 

how many schools, clinics, or other 

By John Lamperti 

necessary things could be built with 

some of that money, how many teachers 

and doctors could be paid or hungry 

children fed. That military money would 

go a long way.  For example, Food 

Stamps are this country‘s most impor-

tant anti-hunger program, and the need 

for them has jumped during the eco-

nomic crisis. An all-time high of almost 

40 million people, about one in eight, 

are now receiving this form of help; half 

of them are children, and a third are 

elderly or disabled.  The Food Stamp 

program cost $56 billion in FY 2009 

(it‘s somewhat more this year), less than 

one tenth of the military budget.  Food 

Stamps are responsible for making se-

vere hunger rare in America–surely a far 

greater contribution to our national se-

curity than the occupation of Iraq.  

Another example.  A U.N. report 

several years ago called on the United 

States and other rich nations to spend 

more on overseas development assis-

tance in order to meet their commitment 

to cut extreme global poverty in half 

over 10 years.  The amount of money 

needed for that goal, from all the devel-

oped world together, would have been 

$48 billion per year—again less than 

one tenth of annual U.S. military spend-

ing.    

Military spending is always a tragedy of 

lost opportunities. In the words of former Presi-

dent Dwight Eisenhower, the great general of 

World War II: ―Every gun that is made, every 

warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies, 

in the final sense, a theft from those who hun-

ger and are not fed, those who are cold and not 

clothed.‖   

But that can‘t be the last word.  If devoting 

so many resources to the U.S. armed forces 

were necessary to preserve our safety and inde-

pendence–to defend our freedom–then this 

wealthy nation would have to bear the burden. 

Is that the case?  Another comparison, the inter-

national perspective, suggests a very different 

answer.   

In 2003 the United States was preparing to 

invade Iraq.  To justify that war, the American 

people and Congress were told that Iraq was a 

serious threat because of its powerful military 

machine and its ―weapons of mass destruction.‖ 

Was that credible even then?  According to the 

CIA, Iraq‘s military spending at that time was 

about $1.3 billion per year. That was roughly 

one three-hundredth of what the U.S spends on 

it‘s military.  If they could threaten us with such 

a small military budget, the Iraqi soldiers must 

have been supermen--or else the vast U.S. 

spending was largely wasted.  Of course every-

one now knows that there was no military 

threat from Iraq.  

Iran and North Korea were the other two 

members of Mr. Bush‘s ―axis of evil,‖ and the 

threat posed by Iran, which might some day 

have a nuclear weapon, has been highly touted 

of late.  How do these countries stack up today 

as military powers?  Again according to the 

CIA‘s World Factbook, Iran now spends about 

$22 billion on its armed forces.  North Korea is 

secretive about military spending, but its entire 

economy (GDP) is estimated at around $40 

billion.  South Korea, the only nation that might 

fear aggression from the North, spends almost 

that much just on its armed forces.  Military 

spending represents only 2.7% of South Ko-

rea‘s GDP, leaving room for increases in an 

emergency.  South Korea, of course, is a firm 

U.S. ally and some 37,000 U.S. troops are still 

stationed there. Perhaps North Korea feels a 

little threatened itself.  

Some see a potential danger in Cuba, ‗only 

90 miles off our shores‘ and understandably not 

friendly to the U.S. government.  But Cuba 

spends a smaller percentage of its GDP on de-

fense than does the United States, about $4.2 

(Continued on page 6) 

In the words of former President and 

WWII General Dwight Eisenhower, 

―Every gun that is made, every warship 

launched, every rocket fired, signifies, in 

the final sense, a theft from those who 

hunger and are not fed, those who are 

cold and not clothed.‖   



“Ending global testing will curb the continued  

proliferation of nuclear weapons, and reduce the risks  

of nuclear war and nuclear terrorism”  

A Step Toward a Safer World 

On March 8, four United Church of Christ ministers from 

New Hampshire, including NH Conference Minister Rev. 

Gary Schulte, participated in a conference call with Sen. Judd 

Gregg’s national security advisor, Brian Miller, in which they 

urged the Senator to speak out in support of ratification of the 

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.   

“Ending global testing will curb the continued proliferation 

of nuclear weapons, and reduce the risks of nuclear war and 

nuclear terrorism,” says Rev. Gordon Crouch, chair of the 

Peace With Justice Task Force of the NH Conference UCC, 

and one of the participants in the conference call.  “For the 

security of our nation and the safety of all the world’s people, 

we have a moral imperative to ratify this treaty,” says Rev. 

Crouch. 

This conversation with Sen. Gregg’s staff was the culmina-

tion of an onoing dialogue with his office that had its origin in 

January 2009 when Anne Miller and NH Peace Action began 

talking with the Peace With Justice Task Force about working 

together in support of ratification of the test ban treaty.  As a 

result of those conversations, and with the guidance of Anne, 

the Task Force presented a resolution at the NH Conference 

UCC Annual Meeting in May urging the United States Senate 

to ratify the CTBT.  When this resolution was passed over-

whelmingly, Rev. Schulte, on behalf of the Conference, wrote 

By Gordon Crouch 
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both New Hampshire senators, informing them of the resolu-

tion and asking for their support.  In response, Sen. Jeanne 

Shaheen expressed support for ratification, and Sen. Judd 

Gregg expressed reservations. 

When Arnie Alpert joined the staff of NH Peace Action 

over the summer with a particular focus on the CTBT, he 

urged the Task Force to write a follow-up letter to Sen. Gregg 

in order to continue the conversation.  Arnie continued to edu-

cate the Task Force about the CTBT; and as a result, in the fall 

of 2009, Rev. Crouch wrote a letter which was signed by 50 

New Hampshire UCC ministers and dozens of New Hamp-

shire UCC lay people requesting that the Senator reconsider 

his position, and concluding with these words: “To us, the 

choice is clear: a world without nuclear testing is a safer 

world.”  The letter was presented to Sen. Gregg’s office on 

January 29, and it also requested a meeting with the Senator to 

continue the dialogue in person.  Soon thereafter, a conference 

call was scheduled with Sen. Gregg’s national security advi-

sor, Brian Miller, who was in Washington D.C at the time.   

In preparation for the conference call, Arnie Alpert 

reviewed with the participating clergy the key points 

and strategies for the conversation.  He also set up a 

conference call with David Culp, who is with the 

Friends Committee on National Legislation, for further 

education and instruction.  Thus, when the conversation 

with Brian Miller took place in March, the four repre-

sentative ministers – Rev. Schulte, Rev. Crouch, Rev. 

John Gregory-Davis, and Rev. Kim McKerley – were 

well prepared to share in detail why they feel ratifica-

tion of this treaty is critical to our national security as 

well as our moral integrity. 

Although Rev. Crouch felt there was no indication 

that the conversation would change Sen. Gregg’s think-

ing on this issue, he said, “One never knows how a 

conversation like this might impact his thinking in the 

future.”  With the Senate being as busy as it is with so 

many issues, it is now believed that ratification of the 

test ban treaty will be taken up in 2011 instead of 2010, 

as originally hoped.  Sen. Gregg has stated he will not 

run again in 2010, but the Peace With Justice Task 

Force believes these conversations with him were still 

important since the group believes his voice is an influ-

ential one, even if he is not able to cast a vote in 2011.  

“To be sure,” says Rev. Crouch, “the Peace With Jus-

tice Task Force will continue these conversations with 

whoever holds this office in 2011.  As always, we are 

grateful for the support of NH Peace Action.”  For 

more information about the Test Ban Treaty, go to 

www.projectforthectbt.org. 

Gordon Crouch is a UCC minister and chair of the 

UCC Peace with Justice Task Force 

Members of the Peace With Justice Task Force of the NH 

Conference UCC spoke to Senator Gregg’s office via  

conference call. 

http://www.projectforthectbt.org


From the Director: Compromising 

If one decides strategy in Afghanistan based in a vac-

uum where only the opinions of military leaders bear 

value; in a place where the opinions of sociologists, an-

thropologists, and economists are ignored, there are two 

competing schools of thought, each led by two current or 

recent four-star Generals.  

At the forefront of one school are General David Pet-

raeus and General Stanley McChrystal, who assert that if 

one occupies a people who are opposed to your presence 

with enough soldiers for the right amount of time, resis-

tance will wither and die based on the Counter Insur-

gency (COIN) doctrine.  The theory calls for armed occu-

piers at a ratio of about one military occupier for every 

forty civilians for a duration of twelve to fourteen 

years.  In Afghanistan that equates to roughly two hun-

dred and fifty thousand troops before we can start our 

twelve to fourteen year count down.  After the Obama 

surge, we will have roughly one hundred thousand troops 

in Afghanistan.  Given the difficulty and high cost of sup-

plying troops in Afghanistan, the cost of COIN in Af-

ghanistan would far surpass the costs of any war in his-

tory, including Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Hard costs over 

twelve years would exceed $3,000,000,000,000.00 ($3 

trillion dollars) not including veteran’s benefits, disability 

payments, or interest on loans taken to pay for the occu-

pation.  If one believes that military occupation can break 

domestic resistance through means other than genocide; 

this is the proposed solution. 

The other School of thought, offered by General/

Ambassador Carl Eikenberry and General Barry 

McCaffrey, hold that our almost nine year presence has 

tainted any chances we have of pacifying a popular resis-

tance, that our partners are corrupt and lack the trust of 

their people.  They believe that we cannot, at this point 

rationally expect military occupation to solve our prob-

lems in Afghanistan, but give little guidance on the path 

forward. 

President Obama heard both sides of this argument, 

and devised the surge plan, “compromising” between the 

two camps of generals.  His plan seems broadly supported 

By Will Hopkins 

“His (Obama’s) plan seems broadly supported among one 

demographic only: federal politicians.”.” 

among one demographic only: federal politicians.  Obama’s surge of 

33,000 troops for eighteen months, is likely to have the same effect as 

every other time we have increased our troop presence in Afghanistan: 

resistance to our presence will increase, civilian casualties will in-

crease, the Taliban will gain more popular support, more of our broth-

ers and sisters in uniform will die, and eighteen months from now, our 

quagmire will have become even more difficult and complex.  Effec-

tively, the surge strategy buys the administration eighteen months to 

look like it is coming up with a solution, but provides no real answers 

to the question of how to safely and responsibly resolve our problems. 

If we decide that we cannot afford the Petreaus/McChrystal plan, 
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Peace walkers stopped in Goffstown on their way to the UN  Nuclear 

Non Proliferation Treaty Review Conference in New York City 

which is at best an expensive gamble, and that our immediate with-

drawal poses too great a risk to our national security, due to terrorism 

and the complexity of a nuclear armed Pakistan, perhaps it is time to 

change our thinking and abandon the vacuum of military leader-

ship.  Great thinkers of our time, like Phyllis Bennis and Tom Hayden 

have written comprehensive plans focusing on locally based infrastruc-

ture development and employment.  These plans address the root issues 

that have made Afghanistan a dangerous place: starvation, lack of 

clean drinking water, lack of education, forty percent unemployment, 

and an economy sustained purely by US support and the illegal drug 

trade, rather than ignore the will of the people and the difficulties they 

face as they rebuild their country. 

There is no perfect solution to our problems in Afghanistan, but we 

can do better than throwing a few thousand more troops at the problem, 

and expecting it to work itself out.  When your only tool is a hammer, 

everything looks like a nail.  We have been hammering in Afghanistan 

for nine years, maybe we should see what other tools we can muster. 

 

Will Hopkins is the  director of NH Peace Action  

and NH Peace Action Education Fund 



Just Don’t Call it “Defense” (continued) 

billion dollars.  In Cuba‘s case, using the word ―defense‖ is 

probably justified.  

The more compelling military comparison, of course, is with 

bigger countries.  Some of the world‘s larger armed forces, such 

as those of Great Britain, France, Germany, and even Russia, are 

relatively easy to assess, and the CIA‘s estimates for their mili-

tary spending are (billions)  $44, $56, $43.5, and $88 respec-

tively.  Of course the first three are U.S. allies, and Russia is no 

longer considered a dangerous enemy.  Evaluating the military 

budget of China is much harder and estimates differ 

widely.  China‘s official total, considered by most outsiders to be 

much too low, is $78 billion.  A 2009 Pentagon report estimated 

China‘s military budget to be between $105 and $150 bil-

lion. There is general agreement that China‘s military spending 

has been rising fast during recent years but that it remains very 

far below that of the United States.  It is hard to imagine China 

becoming an actual military threat to this country.  

At the present time, the world is spending somewhere around 

1.4 trillion dollars ($1,400,000,000,000) per year on weapons and 

war, and the United States alone is responsible for roughly half of 

that incredible and shameful figure. The money we spend is not 

for the ―defense‖ of this country against any conceivable attacker, 

should one exist.  Much of it maintains and even enlarges forces 

designed for the former Cold War, when the USSR was consid-

ered a threatening superpower.  Some pays for the 850 U.S. mili-

tary bases overseas.  A great deal of the total buys what the Pen-

tagon calls ―power projection forces‖ such as aircraft carrier bat-

tle groups. (The U.S. Navy operates 11 large carriers, all of them 

nuclear powered. The rest of the world has no comparable 

ships.)  And a lot is wasteful ―pork‖, spent for unneeded and/or 

unworkable–but profitable for the manufacturers–weapons sys-

tems like the untested anti-missile defenses in Alaska.  

Why do we spend so much, year after year, decades after the 

end of the Cold War? A large part of the answer lies in interser-

vice rivalry and institutional inertia, but above all there is the 

great political power of the weapons industry that profits hugely 

from maintaining and enlarging our military machine.  It was 

again President Dwight Eisenhower who famously warned: “We 

must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, 

whether sought or unsought, by the military/industrial complex. 

The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists 

and will persist.”  Today, that “misplaced power” is not a poten-

tial but an all too present reality.  

Probably most Americans believe that the United States 

should continue to maintain the most powerful military forces of 

any nation in the world.  That should be enough for defense!  But 

if the benchmark for the U.S. military was only to be number one, 

two thirds of current spending could be converted to peaceful 

purposes. The U.S. military budget is not a ‗defense‘ budget and 

it is not accurate to use that term.  In reality it is a budget for 

world domination. 

John Lamperti is a professor of Mathematics at Dartmouth  

College and a member of the NH Peace Action and NH Peace 

Action Education Fund Boards 

(Continued from page 3) 
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New Hampshire Peace Action Staff 

Will Hopkins, Director 

Susi Nord, Administrator 

Liza Richardson, Membership Renewal Advocate 

Arnie Alpert, CTBT Project 

NH Peace Action member Sally Kelly delivering  a  

petition signed by 50 members of her church to  

Senator Gregg’s Concord office. 

Want to help with Buddhist Peace  
Fellowship NH Chapter Formation? 

   A small group of Buddhists are seeking  

  affiliation as a NH chapter of the Buddhist  

  Peace Fellowship, but they can't do it  

  alone.  They are seeking like-minded  

  people  - Buddhist or not - from across NH  

  who'd like to help create an all-volunteer  

NH chapter as potential formative board members &/or mem-

bers.  The Buddhist Peace Fellowship (www.bpf.org) is a 

community of socially engaged Buddhists who support one 

another in cultivating compassionate action.  If you are inter-

ested in NH chapter formation or becoming a member, please 

contact Kris Schultz at krisindc@gmail.com or 856-7279. 

http://www.bpf.org/
mailto:%20krisindc@gmail.com


reflected, he wondered what good it would do to pursue vengeance as he 

knew it would never bring his daughter back to him. 

Rami had seen two paths: one, revenge, or two, choose the path of trying 

to discover why these young men would kill themselves and other innocent 

people.  He soon met a Jewish religious leader whose son, Eric, had been 

captured by Hamas and killed.  This religious leader invited Rami to his 

house for a meeting. A hundred people came, and all were grieving par-

ents.  What shocked Rami, though, were the Palestinians who came to this 

meeting. For the first time in his life, he shook hands with Palestinians, and 

that night, he said, he had a religious experience.  He was 47 but had never 

seen Palestinians as people, as human beings. 

Many of the people he met became part of a group called the “Families 

Forum,” an Israeli-Palestinian organization for bereaved families. Rami of-

fered our delegation this insight: “There is a wall in all of 

us of fear and hatred.  We hate them because we fear them -- and we fear 

them because we do not know them.  In the end, it will be with courage that 

we learn to love one another as we love ourselves.” 

In closing, Rami agreed with Bassam, who is now one of his dearest 

friends, that the occupation must end and the on-going repression must be 

stopped.  He reminded us that Jews are not evil, but that they are fearful and 

afraid, especially when the second Intifada occurred in 2000.  Israelis were 

living in terror, he said, so the government put up the 25-foot high 

walls.  Yet, as Rami said, the walls in our heads are more critical as they lead 

to the dehumanization of the “other,” in this case, of all Palestinians. 

Two men, former warriors, Bassam and Rami, who had a common bond 

of grief, anger, and hatred for the “other” found the courage to move beyond 

hate and violence as both have become part of the community of people who 

seek peace. 

Will Thomas is a member of NH Veterans for Peace. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Conference on Building a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence  

This year marked the Second Annual 

Conference on Building a Culture of Peace 

and Nonviolence.  Held at Concord High 

school on March 13, the conference brought 

in speakers from all over the northeast who 

gave workshops on a wide variety of top-

ics.  The goal of the conference is to oppose 

violence as a means of conflict resolution by 

understanding how it reverberates to society 

at large and exploring alternatives to the 

dominant paradigm.  

 From New England Pace E Bene Non-

violence Service, LR Berger gave a 

workshop on the heart of nonviolence 

inside and out; 

 From Philadelphia, Chantelle Bateman, 

the northeast organizer for Iraq Veter-

ans Against the War spoke about com-

munity organizing for peace; 

 War resister Matthis Chiroux came 

from New York City to talk about re-

sisting the war machine;   

 From AFSC Rhode Island Martha 

Yager spoke about a path to peace with 

justice for Israel and Palestine; 

 From Massachusetts AFSC Dr. Joseph 

Gerson gave workshops on ending the 

war in Afghanistan, and nuclear weap-

ons in US foreign policy.  Dr. Gerson 

was also the keynote speaker opening 

the conference on Friday evening; 

 Nekmatullah Khostwal and Maryam 

Shansab, two Afghan nationals from 

differing backgrounds and perspectives 

gave a panel discussion on the best path 

forward for Afghanistan. Both agreed 

that the current surge would likely be 

counter-productive to stability; 

 Arnie Alpert discussed New Hampshire or-

ganizing for a nuclear-free future; 

 Renny Cushing of Murder Victims Families 

for Human Rights spoke on behalf of the NH 

Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty; 

 I gave a workshop on our current situation in 

Iraq, and the path forward; 

 From UNH Peace and Justice League Alex 

Fried and Lauren Banker gave a workshop 

on Truth in Recruiting; 

 Ginny Schneider, board member of the Na-

tional War Tax Resistance Coordinating 

Committee led a group about war tax resis-

tance; and 

 Amy Antonucci of Seacoast Peace Response 

taught a class on news media relations. 

The conference was well attended, by people 

of all ages.  NH Peace Action Education Fund, 

American Friends Service Committee, and Sea-

coast Peace Response coordinated with twelve 

other groups to make the event happen, which in 

itself was an exercise in non-violent organizing.  

The conference was followed by a march to the 

statehouse and back, music by Jamantics and 

speakers from Iraq Veterans Against the War to 

culminate the rally marking the 7th anniversary of 

the U.S. invasion of Iraq. (See article on page 

1.) It is our hope that each year we reach more 

people through the conference and its influence 

on conflict resolution truly leads New Hampshire 

towards a Culture of Peace. 

Will Hopkins is Director of NH Peace Action 

and NH Peace Action Education Fund 

By Will Hopkins 

“The goal of the conference is to 

oppose violence as a means of 

conflict resolution by 

understanding how it 

reverberates to society at large 

and exploring alternatives to the 

dominant paradigm.”  

Yes! I want to build Political and Cultural Power for Peace! 

___ $100 Sustaining Member  ___ $30 Individual Member 

___ $50 Family Member  ___ $10 Limited Income / Student          $_________   Other Amount 

___ I would like to give $____________ MONTHLY toward peace with my Visa/MasterCard 

 
CC# ____________________________________________________ Exp. Date _________ 
    (Visa or MasterCard Only) 

Name(s) _______________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

             ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________   □ add me to your list     □ already on it 
 

Mail to: NH Peace Action   4 Park Street Suite 210 , Concord, NH 03301  Phone: (603) 228-0559     
For a tax-deductible gift, please make your check payable to NHPA Education Fund. 

Donations to the NHPA Ed Fund cannot count towards membership renewal It
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Conference Keynote Speaker 

Joseph Gerson of AFSC 

Conference and rally attendees 

discussed alternatives to war as 

a means of conflict resolution. 


