
NH Peace Action’s youth during our September youth 
retreat at World Fellowship Center in Albany, NH. 

The Future of NH Peace Action 

As many of you have followed, I was out of 
the office for the month of July, this was a 
result of burnout and continuing budget 
struggles.  During that month I thought a 
lot about Peace Action, and how it has sus-
tained my spirit over the past six years, 
and I thought about how it has also led to 
the burnout I was feeling.  I would not say 
that I had huge revelations, or want to 
change the direction of Peace Action, but I 
did find clarity about what I think our 
movement most needs, what our organi-
zation most needs, and what I most need 
moving forward. 
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From the Director       by Will Hopkins It is good to have victories in the halls of pow-
er--helping bring Charlie Bass to oppose esca-
lations in Afghanistan, helping bring Ann 
McLane Kuster to a place where she opposed 
attacking Syria and supported the agreement 
with Iran were all major victries.  My meetings 
and conversations with Jeanne Shaheen’s staff 
may have helped keep her from straying fur-
ther into a militarist approach to our prob-
lems, particularly in the case of Iran.  Leading 
the effort to make NH the second state in the 
US to mandate student privacy when minor 
students take the Armed Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery in public schools was a great 
campaign and accomplishment. Twice stop-
ping the New Hampshire legislature from 

Continued on page 3 
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Peace Movement Stops   

Another War!  By Will Hopkins  

The Iran agreement is now in effect. Forty-two 
US Senators supported it, which is really quite 
a pitiful number, because as our own rather 
hawkish Jeanne Shaheen says, “Either we rec-
ognize that this agreement is the best availa-
ble option, or we chase a fantasy agreement 
on our own as international sanctions col-
lapse, Iran's nuclear program continues un-
checked, and our options for stopping it nar-
row.” But, since 34 Senators are all we need to 
sustain the President’s veto threat, and 41 are 
all we need to keep the opponents of the 
agreement from invoking cloture to pass legis-
lation to derail the agreement--it’s enough to 
stop a war, for now. 
 
Two years have passed since the peace move-
ment mobilized to help stop a US invasion of 
Syria, and today we again have restrained the 
forces that profit from war and the politicians 
they fund and control from inflicting the dev-
astation of war on our world.  In both of these 
cases, we may only be stalling those forces, 
but we have done something major.  Congrat-
ulations.  We should not let this accomplish-
ment pass without recognizing and celebrating 
how much work we did; meeting with our rep-
resentatives and their staff members, writing, 
calling, and standing out on the street.  Thank 
you all for your hard work. 
 
If this agreement holds under our next presi-
dent, we may well have stopped, and not just 
stalled the war with Iran that many have seen 
as inevitable for ten years or more.   

One Trillion Dollar Plan to “Modernize Nuclear Weapons  by Judy Elliot 

President Obama’s 2009 Nobel Peace Prize 
was awarded largely for his avowed  inten-
tion of abolishing nuclear weapons.   But 
now the Obama Administration is advo-
cating a massive $1 trillion rebuilding of US 
nuclear weapons and the planes, missiles, 
and submarines that carry them.  Justifica-
tion for the plan is based on the idea that 
the US must maintain a strong weapons 
capacity  while reduction and eventual 
abolition of nuclear weapons is being ne-
gotiated. President Obama embarked on   

_______________________ 

  A one trillion dollar investment in 
nuclear weapons surely needs to be 

discussed. 
******************** 

this path as a tradeoff for Congressional 
approval of the 2010 New Start arms con-
trol treaty. But now plans for nuclear 
weapons modernization are advancing far 
beyond what was envisioned at the time. 
  
The plans worry some conservatives and 
Pentagon officials who support the current 
level of US defense spending, or even want 
to expand it, and see the trillion dollar nu-
clear weapons program as competition. It 
also alarms those who want to reduce mili-
tary spending and transfer the funds to 
other priorities.  
 
Modernization of US nuclear weapons is a 
huge project, but for simplicity can be bro-
ken down into three components. For 
more detail, see the Arms Control Associa-
tion’s fact sheet. 
 
The first involves refurbishing and rede-
signing existing nuclear bombs and war-
heads to expand the capacity and extend 
the lives of weapons capable of destroying 
all life on the planet. The B-61 gravity 
bomb as well as the W-76, W-78, and W-88 
warheads are all being "updated."  

The second involves rebuilding the “triad” of 
delivery systems: airplanes, missiles, and sub-
marines. The Pentagon plans to build a whole 
new generation of nuclear submarines, a new 
nuclear bomber, a new air-launched cruise 
missile, and a possible replacement for Min-
uteman III ICBMs (inter-continental ballistic 
missiles).  
 
Third, plans are being pushed for new ex-
panded facilities at US nuclear weapons com-
plexes, still owned by the Department of En-

ergy, but mostly run under contract to aca-
demic institutions and for-profit corpora-
tions. Los Alamos is run by the University of 
California with Bechtel, Babcock and Wilcox 
and others. Sandia is run by Lockheed Mar-
tin. Oak Ridge is contracted to the University 
of Tennessee and Battelle Labs and others. 
The Pantex nuclear weapons assembly facto-
ry is run by a consortium whose partners in-
clude Lockheed Martin, Bechtel, Booz Allen 
Hamilton, and others. Northrup Grumman 
leads the consortium that runs the Nevada 
Test Site. And the DOE’s National Security 
Campus in Kansas City is operated by Honey-
well.  
 
The modernization program is described as 
making nuclear weapons “reliable” and 

Continued on page 3 
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This year, every student at our Peace Of Mind 
conference was a first timer, and the devo-
tion, intelligence, and drive of them humbled 
me. 
 
We have victories to celebrate, and I have a 
new crop of youth to train, empower, and 
support. When I think about how I prioritize 
the huge amount of work that it takes to 
track legislation, meet with our congressional 
delegation, raise the money to keep the 
doors open, worry about the nuts and bolts 
of running a nonprofit, bring in quality pro-
gram, and serve as a central hub for peace 
activities in the state, if I reached any deci-
sion over July, it was that I should be sure to 
keep our youth program at the top of that 
list. Thanks to all of you for walking this road 
with me for the past six years.  If you have yet 
some spring in your step and sole still on your 
shoes, let’s walk a bit further.  
 
Will Hopkins is Director of NH Peace Action 

and NH Peace Action Education Fund. 
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forming a state militia, and twice stopping 
the New Hampshire Legislature from linking 
selective service registration to drivers li-
censing were critical, and momentous mo-
ments.  But none of these things have been 
the victories that have really fueled my spirit 
and given me faith that the world will know 
peace.  The conferences, speakers, films, 
and forums we have been involved in have 
been wonderful.  They have helped keep the 
peace movement firm in our commitment to 
diplomacy and common sense solutions be-
ing used whenever possible, and kept us 
aware that we are not alone in this struggle, 
but it is not these events that have fueled 
me. 
 
When I took a month to think about what 
we do that really changes the course of his-
tory, and what makes me feel like this work 
is working it  is the names of people that 
come to mind.  Not just any names though, 
names like Holly Clayman, Audrey Colemen, 
Alex Freid, Griffin Sinclaire-Wingate, Abby 
Colby, Emily Spencer, Jenni Walkup, Conrad 
Dundorf, Anna Schonwald, Emily Behrendt, 
Kai Forcey-Rodriguez, and Maria Wilkinson.   
 
The names of the young people who have 
come to our conferences, and worked with 
our youth group and gone on to lead lives 
with purpose, empowered to make a differ-
ence, trained to think strategically about 
change making, and supported by those 
who have come to make change before 
them.  Watching young people from New 
Hampshire who have gone through our 
youth group go out into the world and take 
on the challenges that face them and be-
come the new peace and justice movement 
is what fuels me and lets me know that my 
work has value and is effective. 
More than anything else, it is our youth pro-
gram that is shaping the world to a culture 
which turns away from war and toward con-
structive discussion about our differ-
ences.  It is knowing that the world that 
comes next will be better that gives my soul 
peace. 

From the Director, cont’d from pg 1 

“safe,” whatever that means. But many of 
the new weapons will have advanced 
technical capabilities that threaten to 
lower the threshold to their use. For in-
stance, development of the new air-
launched cruise missile (also called a long-
range stand-off or LRSO weapon) increas-
es the risk of nuclear war because of its 
ability to evade detection in a first-strike 
attack.  
 
According to experts at the recent Peace 
and Planet conference in New York City, 
one aspect of these plans is especially 
chilling: capacity at nuclear weapons labs 
originally slated to dismantle nuclear 
weapons could instead be used to build 
new ones.   
 
The big money is in production of new 
generations of submarines, planes, and 
missiles. General Dynamics and Hunting-
ton Ingalls are expected to be lead con-
tractors for the 12 new nuclear subma-
rines, at an estimated cost of $100 billion. 
Boeing and Lockheed will build the new 
Long Range Strike Bomber, for a potential 
cost of $80 billion for 80-100 bombers.  
A one trillion dollar investment in nuclear 
weapons surely needs to be discussed. 
The interests of the corporations that 
stand to make bundles of cash should not 
outweigh the need for a stable, de-
nuclearized world.  
  

 Please follow Judy’s Blog at 
gunsvsbutterflies.wordpress.com 

Trillion Dollar   cont’d from pg 2 
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JJoin the  

Women in Black 
Vigil 

To end all war 
 

Wednesdays from noon to 1pm 
In front of the Concord State House 

http://www.peaceandplanet.org/
http://www.peaceandplanet.org/
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NH Peace of Mind * World Fellowship Retreat  ~ Reflections by Anthony Dal Pos  

I parked my car in the dirt parking lot, anxiously 
wiping down the front of my button down shirt. 
Grabbed a bag from the back seat, taking a mo-
ment to remove my Air Force hat from the rear 
window. Here I am, in the middle of the north-
ern woods, wondering what brought me to this 
place.  
 
A teenager with a muscle car enrolling in Army 
ROTC isn’t the principal target for recruitment 
by pacifists and lefty-type activists. My old  
leather bag and guitar in hand, I headed over to 
the main office. I paused there, and took a deep 
 

“A teenager with a muscle car en-
rolling in Army ROTC isn’t the 
principal target for recruitment by 
pacifists and lefty-type activists.” 

 

 breath. The distant echoing laughter weaving 
through the swaying trees, the screen doors 
rattling in their thresholds, and the sheer sim-
plicity of peace caught up to me in that mo-
ment.  
 
I’ve always believed in treating people how you 
want to be treated and expecting nothing in 
return. My mind was open, I could only hope 
that others would be receptive too. 
Then things got rolling. We made our introduc-
tions, hit the rope swing, and people started to 
relax. Conversations began flowing, I tried my 
best to remember names. By the time lunch 
had passed and we’d dried off from our stint at 
the lake, everyone felt like we had known each 
other for years. Nature and food have that 
effect on people. 
 
Olivia Zink, from the AFSC’s Governing Under 
the Influence project, gave us an opportunity to 
hone our bird-dogging skills. It was clear we 
learned a lot about each other, ourselves, and 
the issues we champion.  
 
With every new  answer came three new ques-
tions. What puts a fire in our eyes? What are 
we working for? And what do we want to see in 
the world today, how can we make effective 

and lasting change? Catching the glances of 
the people around me, I could easily tell we 
were all catching on to the idea. 
 
Once the sun had set, we gathered for more 
personal camaraderie. Contra dancing, shar-
ing talents, then gathering supplies for 
s’mores. To me, there is something sacred 
about a campfire. Will’s gentle song mixed 
with the crackling flames. Hazy light and 

laughter kept us warm against the shadows 
as time slowly walked aging summer into fall. 
 
We slept out on the porch of our cabin, wak-
ing early before sunrise to hike Boulder Loop. 
There’s a funny thing that happens when you 
hike a looping trail, however. Instead of turn-
ing at the top to watch the sunrise, we simply 
kept going along the loop.  
 
While it would have been humbling to watch 
such an awe-inspiring event, I think there was 
a bigger message. Nobody in our group had 
been especially disappointed by the predica-
ment. 
 
 As I said my goodbyes and piled back into my 
car, I realized what was so significant about 
our hike. Oftentimes, we can get discouraged 
that our tireless work does not reap the re-
wards we hoped for. But such is the nature of 
activism; we move forward ceaselessly, with 

NH Peace action 

is proud to an-

nounce its new 

affiliation with 

NH 350. The 

mission of  NH 350 is to support 

New Hampshire's environment, so-

ciety, and economy by reducing 

CO2 emissions to a level below 350 

parts per million. Its goals are to 

promote the use of clean and re-

newable energy sources and to 

phase out polluting and non-

renewable. In particular, NH 350 

promotes deep reductions in CO2 

emissions through education, com-

munity organizing, legislative lob-

bying, and direct public action.  

Please visit their website at 350NH.org  

 

NH PEACE ACTION    

ANNOUNCES  

PARTNERSHIP WITH  

CLIMATE ACTION GROUP  

NH 350 

no detours for titles and praise. Change is 
not a destination, but a circling journey. 
Make the best of it, before our time on the 
trail is gone. 
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33rd NH Peace Action Annual Fall Fundraiser   

Talk and portrait-showing by renowned painter and author 

of Americans Who Tell the Truth, Robert Shetterly. 

Musical performance from Veteran Pat Scanlon. 

Reserve your tickets now for a night with artists Robert Shetterly and Pat Scanlon. 

Robert Shetterly, author, artist and Harvard graduate, will be the keynote speaker at this 

year’s fall event. Robert's recent work "Americans who Tell the Truth" is a series of paint-

ings that depict individuals who have challenged social, environmental and economical fair-

ness.  

Robert has engaged in a wide variety of political and humanitarian work with many of the 

people he has painted. His works have become a powerful vehicle to opening up dialogue 

with children and adults alike about the importance of political dissent.  

Robert's prints and paintings are in collections all over the United States and Europe. 

Original portraits will be on display for the evening. 

Music will be provided by the popular Patrick Scanlon--a Vietnam veteran, coordinator of 

the Boston Chapter of Veterans For Peace, as well as a talented banjo player. He has written 

and performed songs such as "War is Not the Answer, Never Was, Never Will". 

Call (603)228-0559 to reserve a spot today! 

 

Saturday, November 7, 2015 
Bektash Temple 

189 Pembroke Road, Concord, NH 

 

Come at 5pm for complimentary  

cocktails & appetizers! 

Dinner and program to begin at 6pm! 
 
 

TICKET INFORMATION 

$40 for Members or Purchased in Advance 

$50 Purchased at the door 

$40 Donate to a Person in Need 

$10 for Students/ Limited Income 

$100 Event Host ~ 2 seats (and your Name in our Program book) 

$320 Table ~ 8 seats (and your name in our program book) 

 

 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE! 

 

CALL IF YOU NEED A RIDE  

OR A FREE TICKET! 

 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO FUNDING PEACE 
PROGRAMS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE! 

Volunteers needed for Annual Fall Fundraiser 

November 7th 2015, All Day Help Needed with Kitchen Prep Work And Dish Washing 

Also need assistance with ~Cooking & Serving1~Setting up Tables & Chairs~Tablecloths & Place Settings~Decorations  & Signage ~Clean Up & Breaking Down 
Please call Christie at 603-228-0559 or email Christie@nhpeaceaction.org 
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The Board and Staff of  NH Peace Action  
Education Fund would like to thank the 

Anne Slade Frey  
Charitable Trust 

for ongoing support of this newsletter  
and our other educational programs 

labor legislation.  Came strikes.  Came vio-
lence.  Came the belief in the hearts and 

minds of the workers that legislatures but 
carry out the will of the industrialists."   

 
She does not stop there.   On wealth ine-
quality: 
 
"I returned to Chicago and went again into 
the dressmaking business with a part-
ner.  We were located on Washington 
Street near the lake.  We worked for the 
aristocrats of Chicago, and I had ample op-

portunity to observe the luxury and extrav-
agance of their lives.  Often while sewing 
for the lords and barons who lived in mag-
nificent houses on the Lake Shore Drive, I 
would look out of the plate glass windows 
and see the poor, shivering wretches, job-
less and hungry, walking along the froze 
lake front.  The contrast of their condition 
with that of the tropical comfort of the 

"I was born in the city of Cork, Ireland in 
1830. My people were poor.   

For  generations they had fought for Ire-
land's freedom.  Many of my folks died in 

that struggle." 
 

So begins Mary Harris (Mother) Jones, Auto-
biography. Her concise, direct, packs-a-
punch style persists to the end. My jaw 
dropped, literally, a few times:  "Why didn't 
I read this before?" The relevance chills, on 
all themes. The important themes of work-
ers' struggles that remain in full force today. 
Mother Jones saw straight to the heart of 
those issues. Unblinkingly, fearlessly, she 
grabbed those issues with both hands. She 
took on rail barons, steel magnates, armies. 
She never let go: 
 
"I am not afraid of the pen, or the scaffold, 
or the sword...I'm not afraid of the press or 

the militia...If they want to hang me, let 
them. And on the scaffold I will shout 
       'Freedom for the working class!'" 

     
   To name a few of those issues: a media 
controlled by the powerful; police, army, 

judiciary, and legislature too often working 
for the powerful as well: 

 
"The working people on one side--hungry, 
cold, jobless, fighting  gunmen and police 
clubs with bare hands.    On the other side 

the employers, knowing neither hunger nor 
cold, supported by the newspapers, by the 
police, by all the power of the great state 

itself...The papers proclaimed to stockhold-
ers and investors that there was peace, and 

there was no peace." 
    
Her words on the legislature: 
 

"These early years saw the beginning of 
America's industrial life. Hand and hand 

with the growth of factories and the expan-
sion of railroads, with the accumulation of 

capital and the rise of banks, came anti-

people for whom I sewed was painful to 
me.  My employers seemed neither to notice 
nor to care." 
 
Oh, to have read Mother Mary's autobiography 
before our tiny vigil group got ousted from 
gathering before our statehouse! (To protect 
our free speech, don'tcha know.)  I wish I had 
known Mother Jones experienced the 
same.  Her response?  
      
"A cranky old judge asked me if I had a permit 
to speak on the street.  'Yes, sir,' said I.  'I had a 
permit.'  'Who issued it?' He growled.  'Patrick 
Henry; Thomas Jefferson; John Adams!' Said I." 
 
What finally prompted me to read this little 
book?  My oldest son visited me in 
June.  Wanting a book to read, he chose this. He 
began to read excerpts aloud to me. I had to 
read it! The only boring bit is the introduction 
(written by someone else). Mary Harris never      
bores!  All she worked for needs her voice to-
day. 
 
I write to share this little book with you. If it is 
no longer available, I am most willing to lend my 
copy to you. Why not let Mary Harris, AKA 
Mother Jones, finish this review for me? 
 
"Pray for the dead and fight like hell for the 
living."  
 
 (All citations from The Autobiography of Moth-
er Jones). 
You can read this online for free at: 
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/jones/
autobiography/autobiography.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Mary_Harris_Jones 

A Book Review by Nancy Burke of Autobiography of Mother Jones by Mary Harris Jones  
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October  20th -November 20th Art for Social & Political Change   NH Institute of Art, Fuller Hall, Manchester NH 
The American Friends Service Committee’s new traveling exhibit, “All of Us or None,” examines the effects of militarism at both the foreign and domestic poli-
cy levels. It also highlights alternatives and positive nonviolent solutions. The opening, to be held October 20th at 5:30 pm, is the first of its kind for the New 
Hampshire Creative Club. Partnered with American Friends Service Committee and New Hampshire Peace Action, we are bringing the "All of Us or None" ex-
hibition to New Hampshire.  
 
October 28th    Nuclear MADness for Power and Profit   Dover Friends Meeting House, 141  Central Ave, Dover, NH  6:30 PM    

 

November 4th    Nuclear MADness for Power and Profit   Colby Sawyer College, Wheeler Hall, 541 Main St. New London  7PM 

Join Joseph Gerson as he speaks out on Nuclear Abolition.  Joseph serves as AFSC’s disarmament coordinator, as director of programs in New England, and as 
director of the Peace and Economic Security Program. He has worked with AFSC since 1976. His Areas of Expertise: Nuclear Disarmament | NATO | Asia Pa-
cific Affairs.  

Joseph Gerson serves as AFSC’s disarmament coordinator, as director of programs in New England, and as director of the Peace and Economic Security Pro-
gram. He has worked with AFSC since 1976. 

Joseph plays a leading role in building collaborations among U.S., Asian, and European peace and nuclear weapons abolition movements. His program work 
focuses on challenging and overcoming U.S. global hegemony, including its preparations for and threats to initiate nuclear war and its military domination of the 
Asia-Pacific and the Middle East. 
 

November 7th   NHPA 33rd Annual Event & Fall Fundraiser   Bektash Temple, 189 Pembroke Road, Concord, NH  5 PM  

**Please see page 5 for more details 

Check out our website: www.nhpeaceaction.org  or call 603-228-0559 for more information about upcoming events. 

If you want to make peace with 

your enemy, you have to work 

with your enemy. Then he be-

comes your partner.   

- Nelson Mandela 

Yes! I want to build Political and Cultural Power for Peace! 
___ $100 Sustaining Member  ___ $30 Individual Member                        ________  1 year Gift Newsletter Subscription $10         
___ $50 Family Member  ___ $10 Limited Income / Student          $________   Other Amount           
___ I would like to give $____________ MONTHLY toward peace with my Visa/MasterCard 

 
CC# ____________________________________________________ Exp. Date _________ 
    (Visa or MasterCard Only) 

Name(s) _______________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

             ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________    

 □ add me to your list          □ change me to electronic newsletter 

 
 
 
Please send a gift subscription in my name to : 

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

             ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Mail to: NH Peace Action   4 Park Street Suite 210 , Concord, NH 03301  Phone: (603) 228-0559     
For a tax-deductible gift, please make your check payable to NHPA Education Fund. 

(Please note for one-time gifts, checks don’t have the extra fees charged by credit card companies so more of your money goes towards waging peace!) 
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Save the Date     ***March 26, 2016*** 
Annual Conference Promoting the Creation of a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence  

Colby Sawyer College,      M o r e  d e t a i l s  t o  f o l l o w  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nelsonmand133378.html?src=t_peace
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nelsonmand133378.html?src=t_peace
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